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OUR MISSION
Great Houses connect people to a nation’s 
heritage and open windows to another age. 
The Preservation Society of Newport County 
is a non-profit organization whose mission is to 
protect, preserve, and present an exceptional 
collection of house museums and landscapes 
in one of the most historically intact cities in 
America. We hold in public trust the Newport 
Mansions which are an integral part of the 
living fabric of Newport, Rhode Island. These 
sites exemplify three centuries of the finest 
achievements in American architecture, 
decorative arts, and landscape design spanning 
the Colonial era to the Gilded Age. Through 
our historic properties, educational programs, 
and related activities we engage the public in 
the story of America’s vibrant cultural heritage. 
We seek to inspire and promote an appreciation 
of the value of preservation to enrich the lives 
of people everywhere.

PRESERVATION SOCIETY PROPERTIES
Arnold Burying Ground (1675)
Hunter House (circa 1748)
Kingscote (1839-1841)
Chateau-sur-Mer (1851-1852)
Green Animals Topiary Garden (circa 1860)
Chepstow (1860-1861)
Isaac Bell House (1881-1883)
Osgood Pell House (1887-1888)
Marble House (1888-1892)
The Breakers (1893-1895)
The Breakers Stable & Carriage House (1895)
The Elms (1899-1901)
Rosecliff (1899-1902)
The Chinese Tea House (1914)
Rovensky Park (1959)

Photography Credits: Jennifer Carter, John E. Corbett, 
Andrea Hansen, David Hansen, George Gray, 
Hawk Visuals, Debra Hunt, Patricia Miller, 
Sandy Nesbitt, Barbara Nitke/HBO, Kate Petterson, 
Gary Ruff & Bill Tavares

Cover Photo: Rosecliff, Photographer Dave Hansen
Back Cover Image: Creative floral display at Marble 
House. Created by Lisa Cinquegrana, Castle and Cottage 
RI for The 2023 Newport Flower Show.

Philip Pelletier celebrates 45 years of service and is 
presented with a painting by artist John Grosvenor.

Participants in "Oh, Deer" family program 
at Green Animals

First Lady Susan McKee & 
Governor Daniel J. McKee

Theresa Guzmán Stokes & Trustee Keith Stokes 

International Council members Morrie Heckscher & Stephen Lash along with 
Fenella Heckscher & architect Andres Blanco at Beacon Rock Estate

Chairman Bill Lucey, Kate Lucey, Trustee Lark Mason, Jr. & Leslie Jones

It’s great to see so many people here for our Annual Meeting. This is a 
gathering of the people who are the heart of the Preservation Society. 
I especially want to acknowledge my predecessors as Chair of the 

Board of Trustees who are here: Monty Burnham and Don Ross. 

Many of you come to these meetings year after year. Why do you come? 
Maybe some of you come for the speeches. Or not! Some of you are here 
to support the amazing people who will be receiving our Laurel Awards. 
We’ll be hearing more about them later, but right now, let’s give them a 
nice round of applause, please.

Many of you are here to enjoy this spectacular view of the ocean. But 
really, I think we are all here because we feel a sense of community when 
we’re together. A community bound by our common interest in history 
and preservation.

We’re also bound together by our sense that the Newport Mansions are 
fun places! Places where we see old friends and enjoy events like the Flower 
Show and the Wine and Food Festival. And I think the Newport Mansions 
are that kind of gathering place, not only for us here, but also for the 
community as a whole.

Presented by William F. Lucey III
From the Annual Meeting
June 9, 2023

   

The community of Newport – and beyond – looks to us as a 
hub of activities and opportunities to enjoy the arts and culture. 
Just a few examples:

• The Newport Classical summer concert series.

• Movie screenings by newportFILM.

• Performances by Newport Contemporary Ballet, including the 
       beloved “Newport Nutcracker.”

• Exhibitions of contemporary art in collaboration with Art & Newport.

• The incredible antique cars that the Audrain Museum brings to 
       The Breakers every year.

The list goes on and on.

For local families, this is also a place where their kids can learn and grow. 
They participate in our summer crafts programs. They visit the mansions 
through our collaborations with the Girl Scouts; the Boys and Girls Clubs; 
local schools like Pell Elementary, Newport Community School and St. 

newportFILM screening on the lawn at Chateau-sur-Mer. 
Photo courtesy of newportFILM

Preservation Society members arrive early to get a front row seat at the Annual Meeting.

Chairman’s
REPORT
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Newport Mayor Xaykham Rexford Khamsyvoravong greeting members at the Annual Meeting.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center campers at Green Animals 
Photo courtesy of Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center

Michael’s; FabNewport; Sankofa Community Connection; and the 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center.

Many of you might not know this, but the Preservation Society supports 
the community in other ways. Each year we donate thousands of pounds 
of vegetables, grown in our garden at Green Animals, to the Martin Luther 
King Center and Lucy’s Hearth. Every holiday season we arrange for a big 
evergreen to be placed in Washington Square as the official Christmas in 
Newport tree. We donate the flowers that beautify Touro Park.

And let’s not forget our collaborations with 
other nonprofits to repair historic stone walls 
on Aquidneck Island and to get utility lines 
put underground in some of the island’s most 
scenic places.

But to maintain the Newport Mansions as 
a gathering place in the community, we need 
to, well, maintain the Newport Mansions! 

It is amazing how much money we have put 
into preserving and restoring our buildings in 
the past few years. 

Just look at Rosecliff. Millions of dollars and 
months of work are going into replacing the 
roof and balustrade, repointing the exterior, 
refinishing the wrought iron, replacing the 
ballroom floor, and much more.

Look at Marble House, where a major steam-cleaning effort has 
brightened the façade and made the house look better than it has in 
many years. 

And look at The Breakers Landscape Revival, which has made 
the grounds much more attractive and welcoming for our visitors.

Much of the money we raise goes right back into our properties, but 
fundraising for the mansions is like climbing a mountain of ping pong 
balls. As hard as we try, we never reach the top. 

We face daunting expenses just to keep the mansions in good shape. 
Under our new strategic plan, we expect to spend over 28 million dollars 
in the next five years.

Hunter House and Isaac Bell House both need extensive renovation 
work that will cost millions of dollars. Chateau-sur-Mer needs a climate 
stabilization system to safeguard its furnishings, fabrics and other contents 
before serious harm is done. And we urgently need to build a 21st-century 
storage facility to protect our collections. Because it’s not just about the 
houses – it’s also about what’s inside them.

You know where this is headed. You are going to be hearing from us. 
We need your support to help us fulfill our mission to protect, preserve 
and present these magnificent properties. This community needs us – 
and we need this community to help us ensure a bright future.

Thank you.
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Much of the money we raise goes right back into our properties, but fundraising 
for the mansions is like climbing a mountain of ping pong balls. As hard as we try, 

we never reach the top.
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And you also know that HBO’s presence in Newport in the winter of 
2021 was a godsend – an economic shot in the arm for not just the 
Preservation Society but for many businesses in the region. 

Thank you, Lord Fellowes.

As Bill and Peter have pointed out, we are – right now – in a good place 
and there’s one reason for our success. Very simply, we are driven by the
idea of being the best historic house museum in America and the center 
for Gilded Age history. And after all the lectures that have attracted the 
best historians in the U.S. to Newport, we have come a long way. 

I can remember meeting with some important donors and telling them 
we wanted to be accredited by the American Alliance of Museums. There 
are 30,000 museums in America and under 1,000 have been accredited, so 
accreditation means a lot. 

They chortled and said “Museum? Museum? Why, you’re nothing 
but party houses.” And that’s when the decision was made that the 
Preservation Society would become the best historic house museum 
in America. And that’s what you all are supporting. And that’s why 
HBO filmed here in Newport.

And on this quest to be the best, we have not sacrificed our most 
important mission – to take care of America’s most incredible buildings 
and gardens. As members, I hope you are proud of the work that is being 
done at Rosecliff and on our gardens like the one at The Breakers.

In a recent lecture by Gilded Age historian Michael Cullinane, we learned 
that the Gilded Age is characterized by one word: transformation. That the 
world changed more during the 30 or 40 years of the Gilded Age than it had 
in the previous 1,000 years. A bold moment in our history. It was a time of 

uber innovation. Uber experimentation and uber inventiveness. 
And the inventions created then have evolved over the last 
100-plus years and are still with us. 

To me, the word “transformation” suits the Preservation Society 
right now. Our last few years have been years of change – a lot of 
change – and I want to give you but three of many examples:

•  The way we advertise ourselves. The TV ad that I am going to 
show you in a moment illustrates an approach that I don’t think 
I’ve seen tried by any house museum in America. And, as a short-run 
experiment, it has paid off: It was viewed 3.7 million times. A really 
strong number and certainly transformational and we have started 
the campaign up for the summer. It is certainly an ad that you like 
or you don’t. One thing is true: It leaves an impression.

•  We’re transforming the way we teach history using digital technology 
to immerse our visitors in the stories of the past and to connect our 
guests to art. Sometime next winter at The Elms you’ll see a completely 
different type of tour – some of it virtual. Try to imagine the Berwinds 
dancing at a ball in their ballroom or sitting with their guests at a 
dinner party in their dining room. In order to attract a younger 
crowd, who we will be dependent upon sooner than later, we need 
to transform the way we tell stories.

•  We’re spending time thinking about the role museums play on the 
sustainability front. It might not seem like something a museum would 
do but the heat waves, the intense hurricanes, the flooding in areas that 
have never experienced flooding before require us to think about how 
to transform our businesses to be green. So, we recycle in our cafes, 
we’ve installed geothermal systems that have cut our use of oil, our trees 
are mulched with our homegrown mulch, our lawns are phosphorous 
free and if our lawns turn brown in summer, so be it. And we’ve 
commissioned a report on what to do with Hunter House if the 
seas keep rising or if flooding in the Point gets worse.

The most feared word in the English language is “change” and it takes 
guts and fortitude to face the headwinds. We’ve mimicked our ancestors 
from the 1880s and put transformation at the top of our list. And we could 
not go through the transformation you see underway without your help. 
I am so grateful that there is a spirit here that allows us to try new things 
and I attribute that spirit to a talented board, led by Bill Lucey, an 
intelligent staff (can trustees and staff please stand because you deserve 
a hearty round of applause) and so many of you who continue to support 
us with your money, your ideas, your involvement. You’re helping us 
become the best historic house museum in America. 

Thank you.

Three fawns were born at Green Animals in the last few hours, 
not too far from one of the Lego exhibits underwritten by 
one of our trustees, David Bazarsky and his wife.

As I stand here at Marble House I'm reminded of a day in September 
2019 when the Wine & Food Festival was in full swing with thousands 
of people having fun. When no one was looking, I sneaked out and 
headed for the Jane Pickens Theater to attend a 4:45 performance 
of the movie "Downton Abbey." I did this because we were hosting a 
secret dinner at 7 p.m. in the Gold Room of Marble House with Julian 
Fellowes along with HBO's top producers, the director, Michael Engler, 
and the set designer, and I wanted to be able to look Fellowes in the eye 
and tell him that I'd seen his movie.

We spent the night doing everything we could to wow our guests 
with the aim of having them walk away saying to each other, “We have 
got to film here in Newport.”

You know the rest of the story. Season 1 of “The Gilded Age” 
premiered in January 2022. Season 2 will air in September. And the 
show has higher demand than 95.8 percent of all drama titles in the U.S. 

Presented by Trudy Coxe
From the Annual Meeting
June 9, 2023
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"The Gilded Age: Past and Present" lecture, presented by Dr. Michael Patrick Cullinane 
in The Breakers Great Hall April 13, 2023.

In 2023, the landscape of the northernmost section of The Breakers Serpentine Path by the Children’s Cottage was fully restored.

CEO & Executive 
Director’s
REPORT

On this quest to be the best, we have not sacrificed our most important mission 
– to take care of America’s most incredible buildings and gardens.
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Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

A  ll right, you’ve heard some compelling remarks. What I am going 
to try to do is give you an overview of the financials (don’t worry,  
  not too much detail): where we’re putting our money this year, 

why we’re doing it and most importantly, why all of this is important for us, 
Newport and the state of Rhode Island.

First the financials. We had a strong financial year. Our fiscal year ended 
on March 31, and we exceeded our revenue estimate by $6.7 million while 
holding operating expenses on budget. Our success in 2022 was due in large 
measure to the return of normal utilization patterns by you, our members; 
admissions numbers getting back to pre-pandemic levels; and pent-up 
demand for special events.

We will invest this $6.7 million back into our historic properties this year.

Bill mentioned important work being done at Rosecliff, Marble House 
and The Breakers. I’d like to mention a few other preservation projects:

•  Half the windows at The Elms were painted, and the other half are 
being painted this fiscal year. That alone costs hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. 

•  The front entrance steps at The Elms were reset and the ironwork 
was sandblasted and freshly painted. 

•  Chepstow needed siding replaced and the carriage house needed 
painting and other repairs. 

•  Kingscote was scraped and primed, with the final coat of paint applied 
this year after our conservation team determined the original color. 
And Kingscote has a new state-of-the-art security system.

The budget for this current year is equally ambitious, with another $7 
million earmarked for our houses. We must always remember: We don’t 
preserve our houses to make money; we make money to preserve our 
houses. As a non-profit, everything we bring in goes right back into 
our houses and properties. 

Let’s face it: Keeping a billion dollars’ worth of centuries-old historic 
properties in excellent shape is expensive. As Bill previously stated, 
$28 million over the next five years.

So, one may ask: Why do we do it? On one level, as our mission states, 
we protect, preserve and present. Our houses carry exceptional historical 
and cultural value – they provide indelible insights into the architectural 
styles, art collections and lifestyles of the past. If you don’t believe it, just 
ask any recent visitor who’s been to Newport, and they will tell you what 
they remember most is the mansions.

And yes, keeping these houses in first-class condition is not inexpensive. 
We have restoration and maintenance costs; compliance with building 
codes and historic preservation regulations; a limited availability of 
specialized materials and, of course, the labor-intensive craftsmanship and 
attention to detail that workers back in the Gilded Age routinely exhibited.

For example, the back terrace at The Breakers must be restored – it is 
starting to crumble. This is a place enjoyed by hundreds of thousands of 
visitors every year, and we can’t let it make a bad impression.

Why? Because that is what you and our guests expect. Whether 
they’ve paid $25 for a tour or $500 to attend an exclusive event, they 
expect a first-class experience. They want to feel and imagine what it 
was like 125 years ago.

It is this image, this experience, that keeps people coming here, and 
what makes us the economic engine for Newport and the state of Rhode 
Island. Our visitors fill hotel rooms and restaurants. They shop in local 
businesses. They support local jobs.

Speaking of local jobs, we are also a major job creator – whether it’s 
our own 214 employees or those of the contractors and service providers 
who work for us. Contractors like Donovan and Sons, Shamrock Electric, 
Newport Window Restoration, Grande Masonry, R.P. Marzilli and 
Peckham Brothers, to name a few. These firms have large staffs that 
benefit from the work we provide.

So, in closing, the money we make, the money that goes right back 
into our houses, has a multiplier effect across the local and state economy. 
That’s why your support means so much and goes such a long way. 

We thank you.

Presented by Peter W. Harris
From the Annual Meeting
June 9, 2023
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Treasurer’s
REPORT

The Elms

To request a copy of the complete FY24 audited financial statements 
for The Preservation Society of Newport County, 
please contact  James M. Burress, Director of Finance, at 
JBurress@NewportMansions.org.
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When Jerome Kirby passed away on December 4 at the age of 93, it was a loss not 
only to The Preservation Society of Newport County but to the Newport 
community as a whole.

A 1949 graduate of Rogers High School and 1953 graduate of Providence College, Jerry was 
a member of the Preservation Society Board of Trustees for 33 years, serving as the Vice President 
and Chairman of the Executive Committee for 27 years. He received the Preservation Society’s 
Antiquarian Award, its highest honor, in 1993.

His work with the Preservation Society was just one example of Jerry’s remarkable 
commitment to his community. He also served on the Board of Trustees of the Redwood 
Library, the Newport Harbor Corporation, the Newport County Chamber of Commerce and 
Newport Electric Corporation, and was President of the Newport Chapter of The American 
Red Cross, President of the Board of Independent Insurance Agents of Rhode Island and Board 
Member of the Independent Insurance Agents of America and the State National Director.

Jerry was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the United States Marine Corps in 1953 
and served as a Platoon Commander in the 2nd Tank Battalion, Second Marine Division, and 
as Executive Officer of B Company, 2nd Tank Battalion. Jerry was promoted to captain in the 
Marine Corps Reserves and was rightfully proud of his military service. Returning to Newport 
with his wife Helen, he began his career in the insurance business. Later, he became President 
and owner of Kirby Insurance and Kirby Real Estate. He will be greatly missed.

The Preservation Society of Newport County lost one of its greatest advocates, leaders 
and loyal friends on September 18 with the passing of Monty Burnham.

Monty was a member of the Preservation Society Board of Trustees for 20 years, 
including two years as Assistant Secretary, five years as Treasurer and five years as the Chairman 
of the Board. She provided resolute leadership during a variety of challenges, including the 
development of The Breakers Welcome Center and the COVID pandemic crisis. 

As Treasurer, Monty oversaw a double-digit increase in earned revenues and philanthropic gifts 
and ensured that each fiscal year ended with a balanced budget. Highlights of her time as Chairman 
included the installation of the geothermal system at The Breakers, re-accreditation by the American 
Alliance of Museums and completion of multiple phases of The Breakers Landscape Revival.

Monty officially stepped down from her position with the Board during the Annual Meeting on 
June 10, 2021. She received the Preservation Society’s Antiquarian Award – the organization’s highest 
honor – during the same event in recognition of her extraordinary contributions.

She died peacefully in Providence, less than 18 months after her beloved husband of 50 years, 
Richard I. “Dick” Burnham. She was a leader and a loyal friend, whose greatest loves were her 
husband, children and grandchildren. She will be dearly missed.

Jerome "Jerry" Kirby
1 9 3 0 - 2 0 2 3

Monty Burnham
1 9 4 4 - 2 0 2 3

In MemoriamIn Memoriam

Trustee Emeritus Don Ross, Jerry Kirby & Peter Damon at the 2015 Annual Meeting,
where Jerry received a Laurel Award.

Chairman Bill Lucey, Monty Burnham & Trustee William Wood Prince at the 2021 Annual Meeting.
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The Year In Review

•  For the first time since 2019, all our properties were open in 2023, and the 
Preservation Society delivered 797,750 tours.

•  The Museum Affairs Department organized 19 lectures centered on various aspects 
of the Gilded Age, from cocktails to fashion, politics to travel, and architecture to the 
Chinese community in Newport. Speakers included Pulitzer Prize-winning Author 
T.J. Stiles; Supervisory Curator of Culture at the Smithsonian National Museum of 
African History and Culture Elaine Nichols; Executive Director of the Rhode Island 
Black Heritage Society Theresa “Soni” Guzmán Stokes; past president of The Society 
for Historians of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era Nancy C. Unger; celebrated 
author and host of the podcast "The Gilded Age and Progressive Era" Michael Patrick 
Cullinane; and scholars from universities around the country. We also debuted the 
Gilded Age Orchestra of Newport in the Great Hall of The Breakers. A total of 
4,937 attended these programs, 2,357 in-person and 2,580 via Zoom.

•  New emergency generators were installed at The Elms, 
Chepstow and Murray Place greenhouse.

•  At Chateau-sur-Mer, asbestos abatement was done 
in the basement and floors were refinished on the 
third level.

•  At Kingscote, the house was painted in the color it had 
in the early 1880s, after its expansion and renovation 
by McKim, Mead and White. This color, a grayish 
brown, was determined by a painstaking paint analysis 
commissioned by our curatorial and conservation team. 
In addition, the parking area and driveway were paved.

•   At Isaac Bell House, a new furnace was installed.

•  At Chepstow, the exterior of the carriage house was 
restored and the living area inside the carriage house 
was renovated.

•  At 424 Bellevue, the Preservation Society headquarters, 
all windows and doors were restored, the front railings 
were sandblasted and painted, the parking lot and 
driveway were paved, all rubber roofs were replaced, 
and the porch ceiling was restored.

•  At The Breakers Stable and Carriage House, the 
caretaker’s cottage underwent interior renovations, 
including new flooring, paint and a new bathroom. 

•  At Green Animals Topiary Garden, the ticketing area 
and potting shed received a new roof, windows and 
siding and was also painted.

•  The Museum Affairs Department hosted 35 family 
and K-12 programs, including programs at Green 
Animals in connection with the "Sean Kenney’s Nature 
Connects" exhibition, and an inaugural Mid-Autumn 
Festival at Marble House featuring a lion dance by the 
Rhode Island Kung Fu Club and a traditional Chinese 
tea ceremony in the Tea House. Other partner organi-
zations included the Boys and Girls Clubs of Newport 
County, FabNewport, the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Community Center, Newport Public Library, Newport 
Contemporary Ballet, Newport Festivals Foundation, 
Pell Elementary School, Providence Promise, Sankofa 
Community Connection, St. Michael’s Country Day 
School and URI’s Department of Modern and Classical 
Languages and Literatures.

•  The Preservation Society contracted Schwartz Silver 
Architects to assess our collection storage and 
provide space recommendations. The Museum Affairs 
Department led the Schwartz Silver team through site 
visits to determine what systems would work best for 
our varied collections, and how we can make objects 
in storage more accessible. Schwartz Silver are experts 
who have previously done collections storage assessment 
for the Museum of Fine Arts Boston, RISD Museum, 
Peabody Essex Museum and MIT Museum.

•  In January, we unveiled a new website created by the 
digital design company Happy Cog.

•  In March, after a WOW requesting help translating 
tours into different languages, the Visitor Experience 
Department hired four local people, who converted 
written English scripts into Japanese, Korean, Russian 
and Hebrew. We now offer written scripts for all 
self-guided house tours in 11 languages.

•  In January, the Museum Affairs Department hired a 
permanent Archivist to manage our institutional 
archives as well as historical manuscript, photograph 
and media collections. Also in January, we hired a 
Textile Conservator to oversee the care of our costume 
collection, rugs, tapestries, upholstered furniture and 
fabric wall hangings. In July, two Collection Technicians 
were added to help inventory objects in storage, 
assist with exhibition installation and support other 
collections-related duties. In November, we hired two 
Collection Assessment Assistants to conduct in-depth 
object and provenance research into less-known pieces 
in our collection. Projects included creating new 
finding aids for Rhode Island Archival and Manuscript 
Collections Online (RIAMCO.org), moving records 
from offsite storage to the main archives, and 
cataloging the curatorial library.

"The Preservation Society 
of Newport (County) has 
done an AMAZING job in 
preserving our American 
history! The mansions are 
beautiful and well-maintained. 
Over the years, I have been 
so impressed that I joined the 
society as a member!"

Tripadvisor Traveler Review

While the $7.4 million restoration of Rosecliff was the highest-profile project of the year, 
the Properties Department completed other extensive work – a total of 25 projects at 
10 other Preservation Society properties – in 2023. These include:

•  At The Breakers, the perimeter walls were steam cleaned, the service entry walls 
were restored and a new fence was installed along the Cliff Walk.

•  At Marble House, The Chinese Tea House porch deck was sanded and painted, 
and the front fountain basin was waterproofed.

•  At The Elms, the north and south gazebos were restored. The windows, doors 
and trim were stripped and repainted. The iron front doors of The Elms were 
sandblasted and repainted, and all windows and trim were restored on the 
Bellevue Avenue side of the house.

Students touring The Breakers.

Kingscote shows its true colors.
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The Year In Review continued

•  From May 15-18, a team of four students from Dartmouth College led by Dr. Jesse 
Casana – a Professor of Anthropology at Dartmouth College and Co-Director 
of the Dartmouth Spatial Archaeometry Lab and Research Collaborations – 
conducted ground penetrating radar surveys at Kingscote and Hunter House that 
will be instrumental in discovering the locations of previous structural foundations 
and outbuildings while also identifying future sites for archaeological digs. 

•  Beginning May 26, the exhibition "Sean Kenney's Nature Connects" enhanced the 
Green Animals landscape with 14 sculptures made from LEGO® blocks. There 
was also a Bonsai Tree sculpture inside the Welcome Center at The Breakers.

•  The potting shed at Green Animals was revitalized in 2023, 
converted into an Educational Sales store as the exhibition 
"Sean Kenney’s Nature Connects" opened. It was very 
successful and will be open through Labor Day in 2024.

•  On June 5, Preservation Society CEO Trudy Coxe was 
one of four Rhode Island residents honored during Trinity 
Repertory Company’s 24th Pell Awards Gala, receiving 
the Pell Award for Outstanding Leadership in the Arts. 
Coxe joined such past recipients as Senator Claiborne 
Pell – the main force behind the founding of the National 
Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment 
for the Humanities – and George Wein, who orchestrated 
the Newport Jazz and Folk Festivals for many years. On 
July 7, Coxe was named to GoLocalProv’s 2023 list of the 
50 Greatest Living Rhode Islanders.

•  Visitors to Chateau-sur-Mer experienced the first-ever self-guided audio tour 
of this National Historic Landmark starting July 31.

•  The Servant Life Tour at The Elms, offered twice daily, often sold out days in 
advance. Due to demand, we will add a third tour each day from June-August 2024.

•  The Gardens & Grounds Department continued fighting beech leaf disease 
with the strategic application of fungicides in four treatments from July through 
September. This is a major task considering we have 273 beech trees scattered 
across 10 properties.

•  The Summer Dinner Dance, themed "Outer Space to the Stars," was held 
August 12 at Marble House.  Co-chaired by Diana Prince and Mary Katherine 
Prince – whose family owned Marble House from 1932 to 1963, before it was 
transferred to the Preservation Society – this major fundraiser sold out well in 
advance. It featured dinner by The Catered Affair and music by The Bob 
Hardwick Sound.

•  A field of 88 players participated in the annual Golf Outing at Newport National 
Golf Club on August 28. The event was supported by Grande Masonry and 
presenting sponsor Bernard Gewirz.

•  On September 1, the exhibition "The Celestial City: Newport and China" opened 
at Rosecliff. Objects included more than 100 works from the Preservation Society’s 
collection and other institutions in a range of media. Total visitors were estimated 
           at 30,000, one of the largest audiences in our 
                         exhibition history.

•  Repairs and improvements to the middle wing of 
our greenhouse on The Breakers Stable property were 
done in late autumn. The work included a new heating 
system, all new glass and paint, updated operating 
systems for temperature control and alarms, and 
refurbishment of the mechanism used to open or 
close the panels for air circulation.

•  In September, we welcomed a 19th century landau, 
made by the London firm of Peters & Sons and formerly 
owned by George Peabody Wetmore of Chateau-sur-Mer. 
This vehicle was put on view at The Breakers Stable and 
Carriage House. Landaus are formal, four-wheeled 
coaches with seating for four passengers on two facing 
seats. Among the more expensive carriages produced, 
they are still used by the British royal family in public 
parades and processions.

•  The 27th Newport Flower Show was held June 23-25 
at Marble House for the first time in a quarter century 
while Rosecliff was closed for restoration work. Themed 
"The Grand Tour," it featured over 100 horticultural 
classes and displays celebrating the 18th- and 19th-
century travel practice of the affluent, who often made 
extended visits to the great sights, arts and cultures of 
Europe. Dozens of floral designs and creative mixed 
planters portrayed the Wonders of the World.

•  The 2023 Newport Flower Show was the highest 
grossing in Preservation Society retail history, with 
presentations from three authors who gave 
demonstrations and offered gardening advice, as well 
as a roving artist, a cocktail bar and our Garden Shop.

•  In February, Trudy Coxe and the Museum Affairs Department participated in filming 
an episode of the PBS series "Treasures Inside the Museum" about Chateau-sur-Mer. 
The episode details the history of the house, its architecture, object highlights, and 
recent conservation and collections projects. The episode is available to watch on 
the PBS website.

•  The Inside "The Gilded Age" Tour returned for a second straight year from 
May 12-July 14 on Friday afternoons. We conducted seven tours with a total of 
61 guests. An updated tour featuring additional content is being offered in 2024.

•  On May 1, we launched a new membership program featuring expanded levels and 
benefits allowing members to engage with the Preservation Society in more diverse 
ways. Members receive free and unlimited admission to any of our open properties, 
discounts on specialty tours, early access to special events tickets, the ability to 
bring guests, and much more.

Ted & Amanda Fischer, Sherri & Jack Grace at the Preservation Society’s 2023 Golf Outing.

Guests at The 2023 Newport Flower Show

Dragon Incense Clock by unidentified maker (Peking, China), c. 1850. 
Gift of the Estate of Mrs. Gwendolen E. Rives (Kingscote)

Professor & students from Dartmouth College & students from & FabNewport conduct 
ground-penetrating radar surveys at Kingscote.

"We took the Servant Life 
Tour—it was fantastic! 
The tour gave us a picture 
of the people who 
managed the house; it 
told us about their lives 
from the servants' point 
of view."

Tripadvisor Traveler Review

Dr. Nicole Williams, Mr. Douglas Chu, Catherine Chu and Margaret Chu
at the exhibition, "The Celestial City: Newport and China"



16  The Preservation Society of Newport County Annual Report   2023   17

The Year In Review continued

•  Member Appreciation Night was held September 27 at Rosecliff. Approximately 
500 members gathered on the back lawn to picnic, enjoy live music from Motion 
Avenue, a variety of offerings from eight food trucks, and a raffle.

•  On September 29, we hosted a Mid-Autumn Festival (Zhongqiu Jie), also known as 
a Moon Festival or Mooncake Festival, on the grounds of Marble House and inside 
The Chinese Tea House. A time-honored celebration from China dating back more 
than 3,000 years, the Mid-Autumn Festival was offered as the Preservation Society 
hosted the exhibition "The Celestial City: Newport and China."

•  The International Council held four days of meetings in Newport October 3-6. 
It was the first meeting in Newport since 2017.

•  As part of the Strategic Plan, we entered into a working partnership with Digital 
Kitchen, a global creative studio that merges Emmy-winning storytelling and 
design to captivate audiences. Digital Kitchen will help enhance the visitor 
experience through expansive narratives, multimedia content, imaginative 
experiences and immersive spaces. 

•  For the fourth straight year, we hosted costumed visitors for Trick or Treat at The 
Breakers on October 27. Ten rooms were decorated, and donations of non-perishable 
food items were collected for the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center pantry.

•  The long-awaited debut of Season 2 of HBO’s "The Gilded Age" – featuring scenes 
filmed at four of the Newport Mansions – aired Sunday, October 29. Highlights 
included extended exterior shots and indoor scenes at The Elms – serving as the 
Russells’ Newport summer cottage – and the introduction of Kingscote. The final 
episode of Season 2 aired December 17. Shortly afterward, it was announced the 
series will return for Season 3.

•  A total of 5,128 visitors – 1,079 more than in 2022 – enjoyed free admission under 
our programs for local residents and employees of the hospitality industry. Newport 
residents, Naval Station Newport personnel and Salve Regina University students are 
given free admission to the Preservation Society’s Newport properties throughout 
the year. In addition, Newport County Days on April 22-23 and October 28-29, 
and Newport County/Hospitality Days on June 10-12, extended free admission to 
all residents of the county and hospitality employees.

•  In November, Phase III of The Breakers Landscape Revival – the northeast quadrant 
encompassing the North Gate and Children’s Cottage – was completed. Work included 
re-establishment of the historic pin oak allée on the Shepard Avenue driveway and a 
segment of Serpentine Path near the Children’s Cottage. Sidewalk repairs were made 
using period-accurate macadam, granite detailing and landscape lighting. There was 
additional new landscaping around the Children’s Cottage, and the hedges near 
Shepard Avenue were replaced with a historically accurate hedgerow of trees and shrubs.

•    From November 17-December 30, Sparkling Lights at The Breakers lit up the 13-acre 
landscape with holiday displays for the fourth straight season. Meanwhile, the interiors 
of The Breakers, Marble House and The Elms were adorned with seasonal decorations. 
On December 4, members were invited for a special night that included discounted 
tickets, holiday crafts, complimentary beverages, live music and special treats.

•    On November 22, the Preservation Society appealed 
federal agency decisions approving wind farms off 
the Rhode Island coast. These appeals – filed in the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia – 
detail how the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 
(BOEM) failed to comply with heightened levels of 
review required under the National Environmental 
Policy Act and the National Historic Preservation 
Act. BOEM improperly approved wind farms that 
will damage historic resources within the City of 
Newport, which is heavily dependent on heritage 
tourism. These appeals highlight BOEM’s errors 
and ask that the process be done correctly.

•    Extensive work on Isaac Bell House began in 
November. This project will include replacement 
of all shingles and the repointing of chimneys as 
well as restoration of the shutters and windows and 
fabrication of new storm windows. Isaac Bell House 
was built between 1881 and 1883 by McKim, Mead 
and White. This $3.2 million project will be 
completed in the summer of 2024.

•    The sold-out Holiday Dinner Dance at The 
Breakers, a black-tie event featuring a four-course 
dinner in the Great Hall and Dining Room 
followed by dancing in the Music Room, was 
held December 16.

•     In 2023, the Preservation Society continued to 
implement elements of its Strategic Plan, including 
DEAI training, periodic visitor surveys, and the 
ongoing Capital Campaign.

•  The 18th Newport Mansions Wine & Food Festival 
presented by J.P. Morgan Wealth Management was 
held September 22-24 at Rosecliff, which hosted 21 
seated tasting seminars, a Vintner Dinner and Sunday 
Brunch. The VIP Tasting Tent – expanded with 
the support of J.P. Morgan Wealth Management – 
allowed seminar guests to sample cuisine and an 
array of beverages.

•  The Preservation Society joined the 2023 Newport 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s September 22 with its 
team, the Newport Mansions Memory Marchers. 
We also participated in the Salvation Army Angel 
Tree program, purchasing winter jackets, toys, 
bicycles, pajamas and other gifts for Newport 
families, and we collected toys and gift cards to 
donate to the Martin Luther King Center.

Trick or Treaters at The Breakers

Carrie Coon as Bertha Russell and Nathan Lane as Ward McAllister on the back Terrace of The Elms 
during filming of HBO’s “The Gilded Age” Season 2.

"A huge thanks to this 
organization for saving 
the mansions of Newport. 
What a loss it would be 
to have them destroyed. 
A great organization with 
wonderful vision."

Tripadvisor Traveler Review

Guests at the 2023 Newport Mansions Wine & Food Festival Brunch, including incoming Trustee Jack Murphy 
(third from right), of BankNewport.

New way-finding signage at The Breakers



Live The Drama billboard on Route 95 in Connecticut.
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The Year In Review continued

•    We welcomed 2,152 groups that represent more than 89,000 visits.  In 
addition, our Exclusive Experiences program continues to grow in interest 
with 195 Personal and Private Tours in 2023.  Forty-seven cruise ships visited 
Newport in 2023 with a majority of the passengers visiting either one or two 
Newport Mansions.

•    In December, new directional and informational signs were installed on the 
grounds of The Breakers. The sign outside the Welcome Center features a QR 
code that takes users to our website, where they can learn about downloading 
the audio tour app and see other tour options.

•    Media exposure accounted for 3,580 mentions in 2023, up from 2,478 mentions 
in 2022. Highlights included a Marble House/Chinese Tea House story from 
"Samantha Brown’s Places To Love," coverage of the "The Celestial City: 
Newport and China" exhibition from RI PBS and WJAR, coverage of the 
Rosecliff restoration in the Boston Globe, Providence Journal and on local 
television, and coverage of "The Celestial City" exhibition.

•     We attracted 12,000 new followers and 5.2 million impressions on Instagram 
last year. Our growth rate on this platform is 4 percent, well above the industry 
standard of 1 percent. Facebook attracted 7.6 million impressions, 324,000 video 
views, and continues to trend upward. Our post engagement rate on Facebook 
was 5.6 percent. The industry standard for this metric is 1.5 percent.

•    In a 2023 survey, 94% of visitors to the Newport Mansions rated the experience 
“very good” or “excellent,” with 70% giving an “excellent” rating. Overall, a 
combined 98% of visitors rated the experience “good,” “very good,” or “excellent." 
A total of 2,082 email surveys were completed by 2023 visitors to the Newport 
Mansions in November. The Newport Mansions also earned a Net Promoter 
Score (NPS) of 87. The NPS is a market research metric based on a single survey 
question asking respondents to rate the likelihood they would recommend a 
company, product, or service to a friend or colleague. It is the most widely used 
tool for assessing customer loyalty. A score of 50 or above is considered excellent.

•    This year, IT achieved a comprehensive upgrade, replacing legacy network 
infrastructure, enhancing cybersecurity, and implementing new hardware 
and software across properties. Improved accessibility, security and business 
continuity were achieved through initiatives such as server upgrades, 
cybersecurity enhancements, and collaboration with Apple. The implementation 
of Fortinet VPN replaced LogMeIn, ensuring a more secure remote access 
method. Overall, these efforts have streamlined operations, strengthened 
cybersecurity posture and improved the efficiency of IT systems.  We also 
harnessed the power of AI – in fact, this summary was written by ChatGPT 
based on a multi-bulleted list of accomplishments.

•    We continued to offer the Museums for All program, 
providing admission to the mansions for up to four 
people for $2 per person to anyone with an Electronic 
Benefits Transfer (EBT) or a Special Supplements for 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) card. A total 
of 2,593 people used this discount, which translated 
into almost $60,000 in ticket sales donated by the 
Preservation Society.

•    The Café at The Chinese Tea House had its first full 
season after a revised victualing license was passed by 
the Newport City Council. 

•     In 2023, the guest count for Preservation Society 
events was 15,575, continuing an upward trend since 
the last pre-pandemic year of 2019, when 14,870 
guests attended Preservation Society events.
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"Green Animals Topiary 
Garden is the perfect 
place to spend a summer 
afternoon. With massive 
trees, expansive lawns, 
and a front porch complete 
with rocking chairs, Green 
Animals can't be missed."

Tripadvisor Traveler Review

Samantha Brown & Trudy Coxe during filming of “Samantha Brown’s 
Places To Love” at The Chinese Tea House.



One of the most extensive and complicated restoration projects in the history of 
The Preservation Society of Newport County began January 2 and was completed 
and officially unveiled August 24, when CEO Trudy Coxe and Director of 

Properties Mike Taber conducted a media tour of the newly refurbished Rosecliff.

Vendors and donors who made this restoration possible were invited to a special private 
showing of Rosecliff later in the morning as a thank you for their vital contributions to the 
project. The culmination of eight months work, the Rosecliff restoration cost $7.4 million 
and utilized the skills of numerous local vendors.

Rosecliff reopened in time to host the groundbreaking exhibition “The Celestial City: 
Newport and China” starting September 1, as well as the Newport Mansions Wine & Food 
Festival later that month.

Commissioned by silver heiress Theresa Fair Oelrichs in 1899, architect Stanford 
White modeled Rosecliff after the Grand Trianon, the garden retreat of French kings 
at Versailles. The 28,800-square-foot house was completed in 1902, at a reported cost 
of $2.5 million, and quickly became renowned for its fabulous parties. The ballroom, 
measuring 40 by 80 feet, is still the largest in Newport.

Rosecliff was purchased in 1947 by J. Edgar and Louise Monroe of New Orleans, 
who used the house as a summer retreat. In 1971, the Monroes gave the house and 
all its furnishings to the Preservation Society along with a $2 million operating 
fund. The J. Edgar Monroe Foundation continues to be a generous supporter of 
the Preservation Society, providing substantial backing for this restoration initiative.

Additional supporters of this project include Mr. & Mrs. John H. Manice, 
The Duniry Foundation, Mr. & Mrs. Tyson C. Reed, Mr. & Mrs. Donald Gulbrandsen, 
Mr. & Mrs. David B. Ford Jr., The Ford Family Foundation, Ms. Karen Piacentini & 
Dr. David P. Mirkin, Mr. & Mrs. Clay Rives, Ms. Nancy K. Bond, The Winifred M. 
Purdy Foundation, Mr. & Mrs. John M. Purdy, Mr. & Mrs. Peter Metzger, 
Mr. & Mrs. James Eagan, and the Knickle Family.
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The Restoration of Rosecliff

Highlights included:
•Replacement of the 5,000-square-foot roof 

with a new 30-year roofing system with a 
90-millimeter-thick rubber membrane. The 
wooden roof planking under the old rubber 
membrane was carefully inspected and 
replaced where necessary before the 
new membrane was installed. 

•Replacement of all 600 linear feet of the 
ornate balustrade that runs around the 
perimeter of the roof. This was a complex 
task done in stages, beginning with the 
creation of a 20-foot cast stone mockup 
of a section of balustrade to guide the 
prefabrication of all balustrade components. 
At each stage, a section of balustrade 
was removed, then the curb on which the 
balustrade is anchored was removed 
and rebuilt. The new balustrade section 
was then secured to the curb.

•Construction of a new 3,200-square-foot 
Ballroom floor, composed of 305 white 
oak 3-by-3-foot panels, that exactly 
replicates the original floor. The panels 
were fabricated onsite.

•Steam-cleaning of all exterior marble and 
terra cotta surfaces.

•Stripping and repainting of all windows, 
new textiles for the ballroom windows, and 
a new protective film coating applied to all 
windows on the ocean side of the house.

•Restoration of all front doors, 
including gilding. 

•Repointing of exterior terra cotta tiles.

•Sandblasting and painting of all exterior 
wrought iron.

•Cleaning of basins in the front and back 
fountains followed by the application of 
a new five-coat waterproofing system. 

•Rebuilding of the exterior back stairs.

•Restoration of the Cour D’Amour central 
garden in the front of the house.

•Repointing, cleaning and painting of 
the perimeter wall running the length of 
the property bordering the Cliff Walk, 
and rebuilding of the service pit walls.

•Cleaning and repointing of statue bases.
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Chairman Bill Lucey presents Álvaro Fernández-Villaverde y Silva 
with his International Preservation Award. The Elms, October 5, 2023

For your extraordinary commitment to safeguarding the cultural 
and natural heritage of Spain and the nations of the European 
continent within a spirit of cooperation and collaboration.

The International Preservation Award acknowledges the extraordinary 
efforts undertaken by individuals and institutions around the world to 
safeguard and preserve culturally 
significant properties. This 
distinction is awarded to those 
whose preservation efforts and 
actions evoke a sense of passion 
and inspiration in others.

As a preservation leader with 
few peers, Álvaro Fernández-
Villaverde y Silva has worked 
tirelessly for much of his life to 
preserve and protect the cultural 
heritage of Spain and greater Europe.

Álvaro is internationally 
recognized for his leadership 
of several important preservation 
organizations. During his years of 
service, he sought to overcome myriad challenges and burdens that 
befall nearly all preservation endeavors of importance, and with each 
success he made the organizations stronger and more resilient.

As Chairman of Patrimonia Nacional from 1994 to 2004, Álvaro 
maintained oversight of 24 palaces, monasteries, royal convents and 
annexed buildings housing more than 160,000 historic and artistic pieces 
including paintings, sculptures, tapestries, clocks, gold and silver works, 
archives, books, musical instruments and furniture. Included as well 
are 22,000 hectares of historic gardens, forests and other natural spaces. 
Coming from the legacy of the Spanish Crown, the collections and land 
holdings represent the magnitude of Spain’s cultural heritage. They are 
a national treasure that serve as a source of pride and enjoyment for 
the citizens of Spain and for visitors from around the world.

Álvaro’s leadership during his tenure as Chair helped position 
Patrimonia Nacional to be ready to meet the needs of 21st-century 
audiences.

Not resting on his laurels, Álvaro served as President of Hispania Nostra 
for several years. For nearly 50 years, Hispania Nostra has protected and 

promoted the values of cultural and natural heritage in Spain and 
their relationship to important aspects of economic development.

Hispania Nostra has overseen programs that spotlight endangered 
heritage, advocate best practices in preservation, encourage collaboration 
between private and public entities, and promote participation in 

educational activities to express the 
intrinsic value of culture and heritage 
to a society.

Álvaro also served as Europa Nostra’s 
Vice President from 1998 to 2016. Europa 
Nostra is Europe’s largest organization 
devoted to preserving cultural heritage, 
with an army of professionals and 
volunteers numbering in the millions. 
Its reach is felt throughout Europe. For 
his dedicated efforts, Álvaro received 
the Medal of Honour, Europa 
Nostra’s highest award, in 2016. The 
accompanying citation articulates two 
of the many attributes that have guided 
Álvaro in his quest to do meaningful 
things: his ability to think strategically, 

and his skill at offering keen insights based on his invaluable diplomatic 
skills, honed over his years in the Spanish diplomatic service.

Álvaro’s untiring service continues. He is a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Prado Museum and the Naval Museum in Spain. He 
currently serves as President of the Álvaro de Bazan Foundation, which 
runs various family buildings in Spain that contain art collections open 
to public visitation.

Álvaro’s service to Spain resulted in his being awarded the Gold 
Medal of Fine Arts by the King of Spain.

The son of a Spanish diplomat, Álvaro was born in London, England, 
in 1943 at the height of the Second World War, with all its ravages. It’s 
possible that this legacy may have influenced Álvaro’s untiring interest 
in safeguarding Spain’s cultural heritage and that of Europe in a world 
increasingly marked by fragility and peril. Álvaro has left an indelible 
mark on the preservation of countless tangible artifacts, for which we 
express our sincere gratitude and admiration. His personality exudes 
integrity, grace, dignity and, above all, a genuine respect for others.
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International Preservation Award
Awarded to Álvaro Fernández-Villaverde y Silva
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Presented in recognition of outstanding service, leadership and artisanship.
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Horticulture
Peckham Brothers Co.
In recognition of your outstanding service to the 
Preservation Society’s landscapes for more than 
50 years, including major restoration projects such as 
The Elms Sunken Garden, the Rosecliff Rose Garden, 
the front lawn of Marble House and many more.

Chairman Bill Lucey, Jay Peckham of Peckham Brothers & 
Trustee William J. Corcoran

Katrina Pierce, Barbara Kimoto-Berg, Gerald Stevens, Helen Welch, Annegret Miller, Pam Fleming, Ron Fleming, Carolyn Petrocelli, Jane L. B. Griffith, Sheila Lang, Caroleen Frey, 
Christine Ferzoco, Debra Hunt, Judith Meyer, Barbara Holland, Hinda Perdreaux, & Elaine Hart.   Missing: Judith Cavanaugh, Louise Murray, Jennie Rhoads & Nina Weiss

Trustee Evelina Taber, Steven Feinberg & Chairman Bill Lucey Trustee Meg Braff, Lauri Pitkus & Chairman Bill Lucey
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Volunteerism
Green Animals Topiary Garden volunteers: Judith Cavanaugh, Christine Ferzoco, Pam Fleming, 
Ron Fleming, Caroleen Frey, Jane L.B. Griffith, Elaine Hart, Barbara Holland, Barbara 
Kimoto-Berg, Sheila Lang, Judith Meyer, Annegret Miller, Louise Murray, Hinda Perdreaux, 
Carolyn Petrocelli, Katrina Pierce, Jennie Rhoads, Gerald Stevens, Nina Weiss, and Helen Welch. 

In recognition of your dedication to helping with nearly every aspect of the garden’s success, maintaining the high 
standard of horticultural excellence which has been the hallmark of Green Animals for more than a century.

Artisanship
Steven Feinberg
Artisanship
Steven Feinberg
Artisanship

Executive Director of the Rhode Island Film and 
Television Office
In recognition of your great success in attracting television 
and film productions to Rhode Island, and especially your 
vision and tenacity in bringing Julian Fellowes’ "The Gilded 
Age" to Newport and the Preservation Society mansions.

Artisanship
Lauri Pitkus
Artisanship
Lauri Pitkus
Artisanship

Location Manager, HeyDey Productions
In recognition of your important role in showing the 
Newport Mansions at their best on HBO’s "The Gilded 
Age," as well as your diligent care and advocacy for our 
properties during the filming of the series.



Annual Report   2023   2726  The Preservation Society of Newport County

Genna Duplisea, MSLIS, MA  
Archivist

In January 2023, I started work as perhaps 
the first permanent, full-time archivist at 
the Preservation Society, and I have been 

getting my hands dirty – literally! One of my first projects, and my most 
significant accomplishment this year, was sorting through and stabilizing 
more than 130 boxes of records stored in the Rosecliff basement. 
These papers spanned decades, from the beginnings of the Preservation 
Society in 1945 to just a few years ago, and told the stories of many of 
the organization’s departments. A long-ago water leak had damaged the 
boxes for these records, but fortunately, the documents themselves were 
salvageable because they had been stored in preservation-quality boxes.

Folders in hand (and respirator on face), I rehoused documents that we 
need to keep for the institutional archives in accordance with the records 
retention schedule. Working with these papers taught me a great deal about 
the Preservation Society's history and functions, which are vital lessons for 
a new employee. Moving, storing, and sorting records required me to lean 
on the rest of the Collections staff and showed me what a supportive and 
driven team I had joined. The records are out of the basement and will join 
the rest of the archives in the secure and climate-controlled storage at the 
424 Bellevue headquarters.

Implementing records management principles will help in the 
stewardship of historic properties and give the organization better 
control over its own story. 

Jason Fourquet
Team Leader, The Elms

When I reflect on the past year at The 
Preservation Society of Newport County, 
I am most struck by the strong interest our 

visitors have in HBO's "The Gilded Age." So many are fans, and they arrive 
eager to learn more about the true-life people and places that inspired it. 
From helping the young couple who want their photo taken while posing 
"like George and Bertha Russell" to discussing how the production allowed 
three different houses to seamlessly blend in one scene to play the part of 
Mrs. Astor's new Beechwood mansion, the show has generated so many 
new and exciting ways for the staff to engage with our guests. Upon 
entering a house, one of the first questions visitors often ask is, "Which 
scenes were filmed here?" They are always delighted to learn they are 
standing in the same spaces their favorite characters inhabit.

Importantly, the interest generated by "The Gilded Age" has proven to 
be a valuable tool in telling the story of the Preservation Society's houses. 
Our visitors are often intrigued to learn that many of the show's plot points 
were inspired by actual events and involved the people who lived in our 
houses. The show has helped the public better understand the world in 
which these people lived, what motivated them to build these grand houses, 
and how they lived in and used the houses. With the recent announcement 
that the series has been renewed for a third season, I look forward to seeing 
this interest continue.

Patricia Miller
Chief Conservator

Last summer, we installed new 
reproductions of the Four Seasons on 
the west facade of Rosecliff. The original 

statues were removed during the 1980s facade restoration. While glazed 
terra cotta is considered a long-lasting architectural product, it is 
susceptible to wear and deterioration from exposure in a northern 
coastal climate. The original statues were in such poor condition that 
only a few elements were saved and placed in storage.  

In the late 1990s, Curator Paul Miller identified a similar statuary group 
in France and received permission to replicate the group for Rosecliff. 
Molds made in France were shipped to Newport, cast, and installed in 
2001. Unfortunately, the material selected for the reproductions 
(resin-bonded gypsum) deteriorated sooner than anticipated. My 2017 
inspection of the statues identified extensive cracks, surface delamination, 
corrosion of internal pins, and losses. Deciding to replace these sculptures 
again was challenging; however, they could not be repaired in a way that 
would result in long-term stability.  

The statues were removed in November 2022 and transported to 
Skylight Studio for surface repairs, molding, and casting. Several 
replication materials were evaluated based on crucial factors: appearance, 
weight, durability, maintenance, and cost. We selected GFRP (glass 
fiber reinforced polymer), a lightweight architectural fiberglass product 
with a long history of use in historic preservation. The color match was 
selected using the flower wreath from the original terra cotta statue of 
"Spring." In June 2023, the statues were secured in place, again 
completing Stanford White's architectural vision for Rosecliff.

Patrick Surber
Operations Coordinator, 
Special Events

Having worked for 15 years in the Special 
Events Department, I still have a passion for 

event planning, especially fundraising events hosted by the Preservation 
Society. I enjoy contributing to the process, from planning to execution 
to breakdown, which allows our staff and me to impact the success of 
these events and support the broader mission of raising funds for future 
projects at Preservation Society properties.

Special Events starts working on details well in advance, reviewing 
staging pieces for The Newport Flower Show up to six months beforehand, 
for example, to ensure everything is well-prepared and aligned with each 
year's theme. Collaborating with vendors for the annual Summer Dinner 
Dance adds another layer of interest and motivation to my position. 
Coordinating with professionals in event design, music, food, staffing, 
and parking allows our department to ensure a memorable experience 
for our supporters and guests. Working with our in-house team and 
external professionals to achieve a common goal is gratifying. There is 
always an opportunity to collaborate and learn something new about a 
product or trend in the event world.

Although our season is short - generally the summer months - we work 
long hours to help rental clients successfully present Preservation Society 
events. Our staff finds fulfillment in the intricate details and the overall 
impact of our work.

Of course, it is always exciting when we can assist with a celebrity 
wedding or the filming of a movie or TV series! Events are ever-changing 
and always interesting. 

In Their Own Words

Jason Fourquet
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The unique setting of Green Animals Topiary Garden continued to 
provide a scenic stage for outdoor exhibitions in 2023.

The latest was "Sean Kenney's Nature Connects" made with LEGO® 
bricks, an award-winning exhibition that uses colorful works of art made 
from simple toy blocks to explore animal endangerment, the balance of 
ecosystems and mankind’s relationship with nature. "Nature Connects" 
depicts important topics that the artist, Sean Kenney holds dear, from 
protecting an animal’s habitat to planting a garden or using a bicycle 
instead of a car. 

Fourteen sculptures were strategically positioned around the grounds 
at Green Animals while a 15th sculpture - Sean Kenney's "Bonsai Tree" 
- was displayed inside the Welcome Center at The Breakers. The 
exhibition ran from May 26 through September 10, attracting 

35,136 visitors. To put that in perspective, Green Animals hosted 
18,622 visitors in 2019, the last year before the COVID pandemic.

This exhibition built on the success of "David Rogers’ Big Bugs," 
which drew huge numbers of visitors to Green Animals in 2021. 
Visitors also continued to enjoy the opportunity to picnic on the 
scenic grounds of the oldest and most northern topiary garden in 
the United States.

"Nature Connects" was presented by Imagine Exhibitions. It was 
sponsored by Carol and David Bazarsky, BankNewport, National Trust 
Insurance Services, Discover Newport, Casey's Oil & Propane, Devaney 
Energy, Donovan & Sons Inc., Grande Masonry, T.J. Brown Landscape 
Contractor Inc., Charter Books, Dr. Brian Melzian, Lisa and Paul Perrault, 
and Shamrock Electric.

Exhibition:
Sean Kenney's 
Nature Connects 

              A groundbreaking exhibition highlighting the contributions 
of Chinese and Chinese-American individuals to life in 

Newport from the 18th century through the Gilded 
Age opened at Rosecliff on September 1, 2023, 

and ran through February 11, 2024.

The exhibition, "The Celestial City: 
Newport and China," included more 
than 100 extraordinary pieces in a range 
of media, from paintings, sculptures, 

prints and photographs to fashion, 
ceramics, lacquerwares and lanterns. 

These objects came from the collections of The 
Preservation Society of Newport County and from 
renowned partner institutions including the Winterthur 
Museum, the Huntington Library, the Museum of 
Chinese in America and the Library of Congress.

                   The research behind this exhibition began almost two 
years ago, shortly after Dr. Nicole Williams joined the Preservation Society 
as its Curator of Collections. Her work – with contributions from Dr. 
Bing Huang, Assistant Professor of Art History at Providence College, 
Research Assistant Claire Barnewolt and Research Fellow Dani Zhang – 
shed light on how Chinese women suffragists influenced U.S. suffrage 
leaders like Alva Vanderbilt of Marble House, a forceful voice in the 
fight for women’s right to vote.

The exhibition also fostered a deeper understanding of the Chinese 
community that thrived in Newport during the Gilded Age and how it 
contributed to the city’s culture. Dr. Williams’ interview with the grandson 
of one of Newport’s earliest Chinese business owners provided an intimate 
portrait of this previously overlooked aspect of Newport’s diverse history.

Contemporary artworks by Yu-Wen Wu and Jennifer Ling Datchuk 
illuminated Chinese contributions to Newport as well as hidden 
connections between the Newport mansions and the Chinese American 
experience. Yu-Wen Wu’s remarkable lantern installation, "Lantern Stories: 
Newport and China," marked the first time the Preservation Society 
commissioned an original artwork.

Other highlights of the exhibition included treasures of Chinese art 
collected by Newport merchants and industrialists; photographs and 
stories from Newport’s early Chinese community; and the writings, 
portraits and family heirlooms of Chinese women suffragists who 
inspired American women’s rights leaders.

The exhibition was presented by Carolann C. Kummins and the 
Sante Center for Natural Healing, and sponsored by The Sullivan Family 
Charitable Foundation, Debra & Claudio Del Vecchio, Margaret & Sean 
Maloney, Mary & Guy Van Pelt, Mr. Patrick Barry-Nolan, Mr. & Mrs. Peter 
S. Goltra, Trudy & Lew Keen, Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Walsh, Mr. & Mrs. 
Kenneth R. Woodcock, Mr. & Mrs. John W. Brooks, Jr., Nina Barbaresi 
& James B. Grosvenor, Anne Marie Biernacki-Smith & Kenneth Smith, 
Andrea & Bill Keogh, Mr. & Mrs. Donald O. Ross, Julie & Tom Borden, 
Fernanda M. Kellogg & Kirk Henckels, and Diana & Paul Szápáry.

Exhibition:
The Celestial City: 
Newport and China

Exhibition:Exhibition:Exhibition:Exhibition:Exhibition:Exhibition:Exhibition:Exhibition:Exhibition:

              A groundbreaking exhibition highlighting the contributions 

and ran through February 11, 2024.

prints and photographs to fashion, 
ceramics, lacquerwares and lanterns. 

These objects came from the collections of The 

              A groundbreaking exhibition highlighting the contributions 

Robe, Dress, and Headdress Worn by Mamie Fish. Unidentified maker (Chinese), and 
Edward Farmer (American, 1872 – 1942), 1914. Embroidered silk satin, 

polychrome silk, and gold embroidered headpiece
Gift of Dr. Marian Anthon Bruen Marrin.

"Lantern Stories: Newport and China," Yu-Wen Wu (b. Taipei), 2023, 
The Preservation Society of Newport County
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$100,000 and above
Anonymous 
James D. Berwind 
Liz and Steve Casper 
Kim and Glenn Darden 
Mr. and Mrs. John Rovensky Grace 
Mrs. Robert M. Grace 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Jones 
Carolann C. Kummins 
Lelia Palmieri 
Janet L. Robinson 
Kari and Craig Shapero 
Meg and Don Steiner 
Evelina and Mark Taber 

The Champlin Foundation 
J. Edgar Monroe Foundation 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
The Vivian J. Palmieri Charitable Trust 
van Beuren Charitable Foundation 

BankNewport 
Bartlett Tree Experts 
Carnegie Corporation of New York 
Spring Point Partners, LLC

$50,000 - $99,999
The Estate of Robert T. Galkin 
Bernard S. Gewirz 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Gulbrandsen 

Boston Foundation 
E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter 
Foundation 
The William H. Donner Foundation 
Prince Charitable Trusts
Sante Center for Natural Healing

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous -3 
Carol and David Bazarsky 
Nancy K. Bond 
Mr. and Mrs. Duncan A. Chapman 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene P. Conese, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. James Eagan 
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Ford, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Goldfarb
Harriet and Peter Harris 
Edward W. Kane and Martha J. Wallace  
Terry H. Morgenthaler and 
Patrick J. Kerins 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. Kiernan III 
Margaret and Sean Maloney 
Mr. and Mrs. M. Holt Massey 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Metzger 
Laurie Nicoletti 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Purdy 
David Warren Ray 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Schwarzman 
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight D. Sipprelle 
Diane B. Wilsey 
Lisa and Charles Wise 

The HDB Bequest Charitable Fund 
Bazarsky Family Foundation 
Duniry Foundation 
The Ford Family Foundation 
Bernard and Sarah* Gewirz Foundation Inc. 
Kane Wallace Foundation 
Winifred M. Purdy Foundation 
Thomas A. Rodgers Jr. 
Family Foundation 
Edwin S. Webster Foundation 

National Trust Insurance Services, LLC 
Sullivan Family Charitable Foundation

�e Preservation Society of Newport County thanks our donors and supporters.  
Your generosity makes it possible for us to protect, preserve and present the exceptional 
collection of historic house museums, landscapes and decorative objects entrusted 
to our perpetual care.

Donors
January 1 – December 31, 2023

$10,000 - $24,999
Patrick Barry-Nolan 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Bartlett, Jr. 
Cynthia Barton 
Candace and Frederick W. Beinecke 
Mrs. Thomas W. Blake 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas P. Braff 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. Brice 
Jim and Elaine Burress
Bonnie and Philip Cabaud 
Capt. & Mrs. W. L. Caldwell, Jr. 
Deborah and Ed Cloaninger 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Damgard 
Mr. and Mrs. George David 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan S. Dawes 
Mr. and Mrs. Claudio Del Vecchio 
Mr. and Mrs. Elijah Duckworth-Schachter 
Jackie and Bill Egan 
Carol J. Epstein 
Heather and Mark Flaherty 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter N. Geisler 
Steven Gewirz and Katie Hamilton Gewirz 
Joan Sweeney and James Godbout 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter W. Gonzalez 
Dr. Judith G. Holcomb  
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hull 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen B. Huttler 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph H. Isham 
Trudy and Lewis Keen 
Belinda Buck Kielland 
M.A. Hamilton Lamont 
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Leatherman 
Denise Leclair-Robbins 
Mrs. Edmund Calvert Lynch, Jr. 
Maigi Purru and Peter E. Madden 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Manice 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. McAndrew 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel M. Mencoff 
Karen Piacentini and Dr. David P. Mirkin 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Perrault 
Sue and George Petrovas 
Mrs. Teri Piancone 
Tara and Craig Primis 
Mrs. Frederick H. Prince 
Mr. and Mrs. F. Octavius Prince 
Guillaume de Ramel 
Cynthia Stewart Reed 
Kristin and Tyson Reed 
Mr. and Mrs. Clay Rives 
Anne Fairfax and Richard Sammons 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Santry III 
Kenneth F. Scigulinsky 
Mr. and Mrs. Snehal Shah 
Mr. and Mrs. Manning J. Smith III 
Lynette and Trey Snider 
Susan S. Stautberg 

$10,000 - $24,999  continued
David Robert Stevens 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen B. Sullivan 
Mr. and Mrs. E. James Streator 
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Taylor 
Mr. and Mrs. Archbold D. van Beuren 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy F. C. Van Pelt 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Vitton 

   Mr. and Mrs. Alexander von Auersperg 
Teryn and Karl Weintz 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick B. Wood Prince 

Campbell Family Foundation, Inc. 
The Chilton Foundation 
The Alan S. and Karen T. Dawes 
Charitable Foundation 
Feitelberg Family Fund 
The Firestone Foundation 
Gonzalez Family Foundation 
The Hartfield Foundation 
Jewish Community Foundation 
of Greater Hartford 
Walter & Olivia Kiebach 
Charitable Foundation 
The de Ramel Foundation 
The Shelter Hill Foundation 
Stautberg Family Fund 
The Taylor Family Foundation 
Karl F. and Teryn B. Weintz 
Foundation 

Discover Newport

* We remember.
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$1,000 - $2,499   continued
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Fernandez 
Jesse Fielding 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Fischer 
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Fiszel 
Sharon and Adrian Flatgard 
Kathleen Flohr 
Erica Flores 
Mary Flynn 
Tara Flynn 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey J. Fortin 
Ann Freeman 
Maria Elena Carrion and Bruce Friedman 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Garabedian 
Anne Wister Garnett 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Garrett 
Mr. and Mrs. John Gavin 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter N. Geisler, Jr. 
Valarie and Dana Gelb 
Pamela Lenehan and 
Dr. Lawrence Geuss 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Giambruno 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Martin Gibbs 
Mr. and Mrs. Armand Gibson 
Despina Gerasoudi and Dr. Clifford Gluck 
Jean and David Golden 
Brooks Gordon 
Katherine and Edward Gozdur 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Grasing 
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Grosvenor  

Emily Guillory 
Laura L. Rose and William Hall 
Joseph W. Hammer 
Mr. and Mrs. Tawfik Hammoud 
Barbara Vietor and Parker Harrison 
Wendy and Edward Harvey 
Barbara and Alexander Havenick 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald P. Hendrick 
Mr. and Mrs. George G. Herrick 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Hiss 
Barbara Holland 
Mr. and Mrs. Ian Huschle 
Pam Hyland 
Ashley Iannuccilli 

$1,000 - $2,499   continued
Mr. and Mrs. Naveed Ihsanullah 
Mr. and Mrs. Pierre duPont Irving 
Kaleta Johnson 
Leslie B. Jones and Ben Flatgard 
Elizabeth and William Kahane 
Paul Kastner 
Alyssa A. Lebel and 
Edward M. Kaye, M.D. 
Jane and John Kazanjian 
Andrea and William Keogh 
Nancy and Richard Klaffky 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith L. Knowlton 
Carolyn and Gerald Kostelny 
Kathren Krohn and Andrea Kovacevich 
Mr. and Mrs. David Krupa 
Joann C. Kuss 
Vanessa Hicks and Stephen Lane 
Tiffani Emerick and Christopher Lang 
Gregory Laramie 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen S. Lash 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Leduc 
Michele Lefler 
Marc A. Lewinstein 
Laura Schubert and Daniel Litchfield 
Elizabeth Owen and Nick Lizotte 
Brooks Lobkowicz 
Margaret Lobkowicz 
Susan Behan and Richard C. Loebs, Jr. 
Linda Marks and Rafael V. Lopez  

Carol and Albert G. Lowenthal 
Tristan Dyer and William Lynch  
Dr. and Mrs. Robert B. MacKay 
Dr. Barbara Sunderland-Manousso and 
John Manousso 
Elizabeth K. Marble 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Marra 
Dr. Alexander Materna 
Edith S. McBean 
Tara Griffin and James McCann 
Marie McGinley 
Billy McGinn 
Kenneth Clukey and Steven Medeiros  
Mr. and Mrs. David Melrose 

$500 - $999   continued
Marianna J. Baker 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Balloch 
Bridget Baratta 
Douglas Barchi 
Katherine Barrack 
Susan and John Barrett 
Leslie Barrett-Burkart 
Dr. Carol Bowen and Vic Bass 
Kim Beal 
Anne C. Becker 
Michael J. Beddard 

George C. Bitting 
Reine and Tim Bitting 
Sara Blackerby 
Julie and Tom Borden 
Colleen Brady and Albert Boyer 
Mr. and Mrs. H. William Breyer IV 
Mr. and Mrs. David Briggs 
Kathryn Brightney and Nancy Brightney 
Lauretta J. Bruno 
Melanie Brunstrom 
Courtney Menzel and Mac Budill 
Bonnie Burnham 
Caylin Bursch 
Dr. Thomas Cahill 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Caisse 
Gerard Campbell 
Roleen Sheehan and 
Gene Campfield Smith 
Martin and Christine Capra 
Captain and Mrs. Thomas E. 
Carroll USCGR Ret 
Sarah Hartshorn and Christopher Carter 
Loretta Casey 
Mr. and Mrs. John Cassis 
Joseph Cavanaugh 
Gina Kretsch and Stephen Chang  
Robert A. Chase 
Mr. and Mrs. James Clancy 
Steve Clark 
Christina Cotton and Brian Clarkson  
Megan Buhr and Barnaby Claydon 
Ann Cleghorn 
Amy Coleman 
Risa Lin and Claiborne Collier  
Janet Coquillette 
Julia Crissy and Rachel Crissy  
Charlotte Dowden and Sean Crompton  
Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. Cronin 
Nichole Curley 
Mr. and Mrs. John V. Cushing 
Tamalynn and Edwin Custer 
Julia and Brittanny Dacy 
Rob D'Agostino 
Dorota and Charles Daniels 
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$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. Julian Allen 
Mrs. Vicki Reppert-Altounian and 
Dr. David Altounian  
Elizabeth Avery and Walker Christie 
Mr. and Mrs. Jean Berthoud 
Jane Garnett and David Booth 
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Brooks, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce D. Broussard 
Mr. and Mrs. James Brown 
Captain and Mrs. Nicholas Brown 
Sandra Craig 
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Dalsheim 
John R. Danieli 
Alexis De Joria and Jamie Briggs 
Mr. and Mrs. James Devaney 
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Donatelli 
Dr. and Mrs. Edwin G. Fischer 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Fletcher 
Mr. and Mrs. Austin T. Fragomen 
Lisa and George Francisco 
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Freney 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Seipp Goltra 
Stephen Grande 
Romaine C. B. Orthwein and 
David Gutterman 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter W. Harris 
Kathy and Mike Hickey 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Hickox 
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey R. Jay 
Susan L. Klau 
Mr. and Mrs. John Linnartz 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Manice 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Marshall 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Thomas McCann 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. McDonough 
Birch Coffey and Charles A. Miller III  
Pamelee M. Murphy 
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Murphy 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Ogden 
The Hon. and Mrs. Joseph R. Paolino, Jr 
Mr. and Mrs. Torre A. Peterson 
Dina and Kevin Quirk 
Natalie and Richard Ramberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Rauschenbach 
Mrs. Blair Robbins 
Paul G. Roiff 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald O. Ross 
Alice and James Ross 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Rothe 
Benjamin M. Scott 
Jocelyn and Buck Sherman
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey M. Siegal 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Steinbrenner 

$1,000 - $2,499   continued
Mr. and Mrs. Richard N. Bohan, Jr. 
Emily Bohling 
Andrea Bonaparte 
Karen and Daniel Bornstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Brickley, Jr. 
Philip McCarthy and Jim Brodsky 
James C. Buttrick 
Mr. and Mrs. Ross S. Cann, Jr. 
Melissa H. Capodilupo 
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Carey 
Renee Sevigny and Andrea Carneiro  
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Castellanos 
Mrs. Taylor Chewning 
Rebecca Cianci 
Mr. and Mrs. James Cockinos 
Marsha R. Cohen 
Donna M. Paolino Coia and 
Arthur A. Coia 
Christina Copeland 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Cort 
Elizabeth Craig 
Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan Cronin 
Maura Smith and Matthew Cullen 
Amanda Cunningham 
Maria and Michael Cupo 
Margaret Dailey-Plouffe 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy G. Davis 
Susan King and James Day 
Kenneth D. DeCan 
Sandra Dellanina 
Katharine and Charles Denault 
Dr. Maria Denslow 
Thomas Depetrillo 
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Deutsch 
Larry Alexandre and Prab Dhanwant  
Alexis, Keiko and Terry L. Dickinson 
John Donohue 
Dr. Leo P. Donovan, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. David V. Drubner 
Alexandra and Benjamin Ducas 
Nuala and Stephen Duffy 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Dunn 
Susan Dunnington 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis M. Durkin 
Paul Eccles 
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Eddy 
Marylou Buyse and Carl N. Edwards 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Fattibene 
Mr. and Mrs. Everett Federici 
Mary Klein and Geoff Ferguson 

$2,500 - $4,999   continued
Kelsey and Adam Semple 
Lorna and Jerry Shafir 
Merrill W. Sherman 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy A. Shippee 
Anne Marie Biernacki-Smith and 
Kenneth Smith 
Diana and Paul Szápáry 
Terri Stone and Anthony Tavolaro 
Thomas W. Thaler 
Joan F. Tobin 
Linda Triplett 
John Barbato and Ryan Walsh 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick J. Warren 
Karyn Wendell 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur P. White 
Mr. and Mrs. John P. White 
Deborah E. Wiley 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Woodville 

Aldrich Family Charitable 
Foundation 
Berk Family Fund 
Loti Falk Family Fund 
Harweb Foundation 
Point Gammon Foundation 
Mae Cadwell Rovensky 
Foundation 
Royce Family Fund 

Donovan & Sons, Inc. 
Grande Masonry, LLC.

$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Adams 
Lisa Alves 
Sasha Montero and Bryan Apple 
Drs. Lucy and John Arnold 
Stacie and Ioanis Athanasiadis 
Dakota Baillargeon 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Balloch 
Evelyn I. Barrack 
Maureen and Jon Barrett 
Pamela Barton-Almy 
Mrs. Robert Beaver 
Theresa and John Behrendt 
Mr. and Mrs. Markus Berger 
Theresa and Gerald Bernaz 
Rebecca Bertrand 
Mil Bodron 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard N. Bohan 

$1,000 - $2,499   continued
Melissa Macri and Nancy Meyer  
Deborah Del Nero and Anthony Micallef 
Tia Crowther and Gregory Monfette  
Stayce Mooney 
Russell Morin 
Bri Morris 
Stephen Moynahan III 
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Muggeridge 
Steven Murphy 
Barbara Miller and Richard E. Myers 
Sarah F. Bliven and Richard F. Nagele 
Priscilla Adam and Andrew Nawn 
Mr. and Mrs. Bogdan Nowak 
Michele O'Brien 
Ingrid Chung and 
Dr. Michael Obuchowski 
Pamela F. O'Connor 
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer J. Ogden 
Rochelle R. Ohrstrom 
Sandra Miller and Erik Olsen 
Anne Orsene 
Frank Garofolo and Donald Osborne  
Ryan Overholt 
Amy Acampora and Dr. Tom C. Pagonis 
Mr. and Mrs. F. Michael Palmer 
Carole-Ann Baer and Roberto Patarca 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher T. H. Pell 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Pieroni 
Anne and Francois Poulet 
Donna Powers and Rose Powers 
John Paul Primiano 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Qutub 
Luis Raposo 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank N. Ray 
Mary Jean and Anthony Rebeiro 
Kathleen and Glen Reinhardt 
Marianne Magill and 
Captain Jeffrey Richards 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark V. Rickabaugh 
Sydney Goyette and Zachary Rickard 
Ann Siachos and Philip R. Rivers 
Alexandra and Louis Rose 
Jody and Erik Saarmaa 
Maria Nelson and Stephen Santos  
Lee Michael Kociski and 
Anthony Scaruzzi  
Diana Pearson Scheetz 
Adrienne and Charles Schiffner 
Dr. and Mrs. Larry J. Schoenfeld 
Diane Schommer 
Karen Weber and Andrew Segal  
Emilio Senesi 
Mr. and Mrs. Roderick Shaffert 
Dolores Sheehan 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Shomberg 
Christina Pizzimenti and 
Matthew Shumway  
Lisa Shymanski 
Michelle and Dr. David Simchi-Levi 
Pierce Sioussat 
Mr. and Mrs. David Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Smyth 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary J. Stack 
Julie Warburg and Nancy Staples 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Stevenson 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Stout 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Sullivan 
Joan Swift 
Ingrid and Richard Taylor 

$1,000 - $2,499   continued
Tacy and Dean Telego 
Ruth Barge Thumbtzen 
Claire Grezemkovsky and 
Cecelia Tichi 
Dodie Kazanjian and Calvin Tomkins 
Lynne Urbani 
Kristin and Diego Urrutia 
Andi and Marc Vaini 
Dianne Pannes and David Vreeland 
Patricia S. Walker-Welk 
Alicia Cipriano and Robert Walsh 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Warner 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Wascom 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark E. Watson III 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Mapes Wharton 
Sarah A. Whittemore 
Keith L. Williams 
Brenda and Jay Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Wilson 
Jonathan Wolff 
Lisa Woolley-Elias 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Zulkeski 

Amica Companies Foundation 
The Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation 
Brickley Family Fund 
Mary Alice Fortin Foundation 
Merck Partnership for Giving 
Lowell G. Powers, Jr. Philanthropic Fund 
Prince Foundation 
The Reamer Family Foundation 
The Sand Foundation 
Paul and Carole Steinbrenner Foundation 
The Trainor Family Foundation 

J.A.M. Construction Co. Inc. 
Kirby Perkins Construction Co. 
Senior Excursions 
Victorian Society Summer Schools

$500 - $999
Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Adams 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Agnew 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Ames 
Karen Cunningham-Anderson and 
Scott Anderson 
Linda and John Arnold 
Debbie Arter 
Janine M. Atamian 
Joyce Generali and Dr. Jay Backstrom 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H. Bacon, Jr. 
Yonghui and Greg Bader 
Allyson and Dean Badoyen 
Cheryl and Scott Baker 

$5,000 - $9,999   continued
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Van Arsdall 
Dale Venturini and Anthony DeFusco 
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Wallace 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert B. Walsh 
Mrs. Henry Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. William N. Wood Prince 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth R. Woodcock 

Corning Incorporated Foundation 
Nathan J. Esformes Foundation, Inc. 
FNZ Foundation, Inc. 
GWR Foundation Fund at the 
North Texas Community Foundation 
Hamilton Family Foundation 
The Hope Foundation 
Samuel H. Kress Foundation 
The Meier and Linnartz 
Family Foundation 
The OLB Foundation 
O'Neil Charitable Trust 
The Rhode Island Foundation 
John E. Rovensky Charitable Trust 

Bright Funds 
Building Hope Holdings 
GiveGab 
Mastercard 
Newport Croquet Club 

$2,500 - $4,999
Faith Arter and Jonathan Bell 
Leigh Mills and Henry Bell, Jr. 
Aron Bellorado 
Marie Bennett 
Kathleen Vieweg and Dr. Barry Berger  
Karen and Stuart Bevan  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Catalano 
Richard Campbell and Alex Collada 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew B. Constantine 
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Corcoran
Trudy Coxe and James P. Gaffney 
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Dehoney 
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Deneny 
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Drexel IV 
Doris A. Zografos and 
Dr. Howard M. Eisenberg 
Mr. and Mrs. William Estell 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark S. Flegenheimer 
Rachel and Chris Forward 
Mark A. Frey 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gerard 
Melinda and Peter Gerard 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Gett 
Gail A. Ginnetty 

$2,500 - $4,999   continued
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Guiffreda 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Hall 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Harper III 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Hart 
Kaitlin E. Ryan and 
Thom Hodgkins 
Susan and James Hunnewell 
Jana and Don Jagoe 
Ellen Kiley 
Mr. and Mrs. Kendrik de Koning 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael H. Lanza 
Dr. Nikki Lazer 
Mr. and Mrs. Derek L. Limbocker 
Mr. and Mrs. Bertram Lippincott III 
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Little 
Henry S. Lynn, Jr. 
The Honorable and 
Mrs. Ronald K. Machtley 
Karen and Ken Mancini 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Marino 
Jennifer and Louis Martin 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl McMillen III 
Dr. Brian Melzian 
John Smith and Robert Mol 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Morgan 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Murphy 
Dr. Holly M. Bannister and 
Douglas L. Newhouse 
Mr. & Mrs. John Pereira 
Sarah and John Rivard 
Todd Alexander Romano 
Alexis Pappas and 
Dr. Michael Santoni 
Mr. and Mrs. John Schlesinger 
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Schoenbart 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Self 

To
p 

Ph
ot

o:
 E

lm
s 

Be
dr

oo
m

 S
et

 (d
et

ai
l),

 G
ift

 o
f A

la
n 

Fl
et

ch
er

 a
nd

 R
on

al
d 

Sc
hi

lle
r, 

20
21

.
Bo

tto
m

 P
ho

to
: A

 Ja
de

 C
lo

ck
 in

 B
an

gl
e,

 U
nd

et
er

m
in

ed
 c

re
at

or
, R

us
sia

n,
 2

0t
h 

ce
nt

ur
y,

 ja
de

, s
em

ip
re

ci
ou

s 
sto

ne
, m

ot
he

r-
of

-p
ea

rl.
 G

ift
 o

f M
rs.

 E
dw

ar
d 

J. 
Be

rw
in

d,
 2

00
8.

To
p 

Ph
ot

o:
 A

rc
hi

te
ct

ur
al

 d
et

ai
l, 

M
ar

bl
e 

H
ou

se
. B

ot
to

m
 P

ho
to

: A
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

al
 d

et
ai

l, 
Ro

se
cl

iff



3534

34  The Preservation Society of Newport County Annual Report   2023   35

$500 - $999   continued
Deborah and Mark Darcy 
Dorothy B. Denault 
Elizabeth Desautel 
Joy G. Diesel 
Gary Berger and Ulysses Grant Dietz 
Pamela and Robert DiFilippo 
David Noble Dittman, Jr. 
Heather Hower and Judi Dixon 
James Donahue 
Kathleen and Timothy Donahue 
Elizabeth and Paul Doucette 
Elliot Stultz and Daniel Drake 
Shirley and James Duggan 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Early 
Ryan Elsman 
Mr. and Mrs. Colin England 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Evans, Jr. 
William Wynn Everett, Jr. 
Mrs. G. David Fenderson 
John Clark and Louis Filhour  

Linda and John Finn 
Laurie Fiore 
Mary Hastings and Daniel Fitzgerald 
Maria and Peter Flood 
Mary Beth and John Forte 
Suzie and Dean Fraioli 
Carole Ann Saracco and 
Thomas Fratini 
Cathy Freeman 
Marge and Jim Fuller 
James Gagnier 
Stephen Spohn and Mark Galligan  
Jane Gamber 
Ashley and Steven Ganz 
Roger Ferguson and Paul Gaucher  
Kat Gavornik 
Evan Boorstyn and Walter Gebski 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ged 
Marie Gertje and Katarina Gertje 
Leslie A. Gillette 
Ginny and Paul Gilman 
Michael Paul Giordano 
Laura and James Girard 
Dee and Richard Gordon 
The Honorable and 
Mrs. Walter Gorman 
Caroline Grand 
Susan and Mark Grande 
Debra Grant 
Kate and Christopher Greenman 
Krisztina Bukur-Doczy and Viktor Gyuris 
Jessica Denton Hagen 
Linda and John Hagerman 
Donald Haight 
Mr. and Mrs. N. Peter Hamilton 
Nicole Mondor and Brian Hanify 
Lauren Baker-Hart and Jay Hart 
Sheila McEntee and Darryl B. Hazel 

$500 - $999   continued
Alice E. Stokes 
Nina A. Straight 
Tracy and Michael Taber 
Valerie Talmage 
Gary Wayne Thomas 
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Thomas 
Captain and Mrs. Michael 
Tollefson USN (Ret.) 
Isabel Tonelli 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Townsend 
Caroline Jones and 
Stephen Trumble 
Daniel A. DeBerardinis and 
Randy J. Tryon 
Janice and Kathryn Tuttle 
Astrid Tvetenstrand 
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Ullman 
Dr. Reginald Valdez 
Mrs. John A. van Beuren 
Jeanne and Ole Varmer 
Meredith and Robert Voltaggio 
Phyllis and George Walker 
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Walsh III 
Lynne F. Warren 
Rafal Waszkiewicz 
Dr. Lynda Wayne 
Nicole Wederman 
Geraldine and William Weir 
Lindsay Petropoulos and 
Will Wermuth  
Camille and Dirck Westervelt 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Whaley 
Mr. and Mrs. David Wheeler 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis K. Williams 
Sky and John Williams 
Juliana Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wilson 
Rebecca Wolf 
Mr. and Mrs. Leighton C. Wood 
Amanda Woodward 
Suzanne and Richard Youngman 
Suzanne Gagnon and 
Stephen Zimniski 

Lyn & Margaret Comfort 
Charitable Foundation 
Hearst Foundation 
NSCDA in Florida / Palm Beach 
Town Committee 
Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation, Inc. 

Aardvark Antiques 
Avago Technologies 
Brenton Hotel, LLC 
T.J. Brown Landscape 
Contractor, Inc. 
Sara Campbell 
Gartner 
Newport Garden Club 
Shamrock Electric, Inc.

$500 - $999   continued
Emily Pochman 
Lori and Fred Polacek 
Russell Pomeroy 
Joan and George Preble 
Anna Maria Virzi and Patrick Quinn 
Dr. Sheila A. Connery and 
Anthony J. Raitano 
Leila L. Ray 
Collette and Greg Redfield 
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Redmond 
Mr. and Mrs. G. P. Reed, Jr. 
Susan and Antony Revis 
Judy Reynolds and Kristin Reynolds 
Marlene Holohan and John Reynolds  
David Lewis and Francisco Ribas 
Holly Driscoll and James Richardson 
Brooke and Steven Richter 
Alyson Powell and Dan Riley 
Maggie and Martin Roesch 
Diane Rooney 
Mrs. Karen R. Roosen 
Kate Rosenberg 
Trevor Miller and Cliff Rosenberger  
Wendy and Stuart Ross 
Meredith and Peter Rugg 
Dr. Thomas Bat and Rod Rusyniak 
Judith Rosemeier and Salvatore Salzillo 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Sanderson 
Jeffrey Sant 
Alvaro and Queta Santa Cruz 
Jacob Sattler 
Karen and Stephen Saucier 
Kathleen and Theodore Schafer 
Richardson Schell 
Indira and Nicholas Schorsch 
Lynne and Lou Schweighardt 
Allen Schwenk
The Searle Family 
Donna Sehnert 
Maria and Paul Selian 
Julie and Chistopher Sheldon 
Jeanne and Amos Shepard 
Katherine Johnson and 
George Shepherd 
Christine Lynam and Peter Shread 
Susan and George Shuster 
Joseph Silva 
Cynthia Sinclair 
Elizabeth Smith 
Jane W. Smith 
Alice Stainner 
Jody Torres and Gary Stallard 
Bobbi and Robert Stanley 
James P. Stirling 
Karen and Alan Stockman 

$500 - $999   continued
Lisa Hazen and Kim Hazen 
Mr. and Mrs. Morrison Heckscher 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Helie 
Susan Barnes and Claudia Helt 
Ellen Hermann-Devoe and 
Stephen Devoe 
William Higginson 
Merrilee Holt 
Marlena and Mark Horan 
Georgina and Outerbridge Horsey 
Cate and Carter Hoskins 
Paula Houle 
Laron Hiddleston and 
Margo Huddleston  
Kathryn and Daniel Hulbert 
Frederick H. Humphreys * 
Debra Hunt 
Jennifer Huntley and Morgan Huntley 
Darlene Hutten Czapski 
Aimee Stanley and Thomas Indge  

Jason Dantico and Craig Ingram 
Michael Janielis 
Glinda Louise Johnson 
Diane Ryan and Timothy Joy  
Jay Kaplan 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Colin Keith 
Sarah Kennedy 
Aline Casarim and Anderson Kern  
Rosemary and Alicia Khosrovani 
Sarah Kiely 
Melissa King 
Jerome R. Kirby, Jr. * 
Beverly A. Kleeman 
Turkiz Gokgol and David Kline 
Elizabeth Taber Kobylak and 
Joseph Kobylak 
Nancy Bianchi and Michael Kosiver  
Christopher and Andrew Kriz 
Kristin Uscinski and Joseph Kroetsch  
Sally and Scott LaBonte 
Diana Labrecque 
Joe Puc and Don Lacroix  
Emma Ladd 
Marc Lambert 
Matthew Lamountain 
Susan Sheffield and Robbie Land 
Darlene and Robert Lang 
Dr. Leena Langeland 
Wendy and James Lankford 
Jessica and Scott Lassonde 
Gwendy Lauritzen 
Patsy Lawrence 
Sheila and Thomas Leslie 
William Leys 
Patty Liles 
Valerie Lin and Anne Lin 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth M.P. Lindh 
Kevin Baratier and Ron Lisowski 

$500 - $999   continued
Jennifer and Richard Lofgren 
Ellen and Angelo Lopresti 
Linda Fung and Brian Lowy 
Ashley Lyons 
Julie and Doug Macrae 
Carol and Robert Maddock 
Sharon and James Maida 
Hermes Mallea 
Jean M. Sweeney and David T. Maloof 
Lori Ribeiro and Mark Manganelli 
James Kaufman and Eric Markt 
Liz Martin 
Robert Marvel 
Jeannie Gallagher and Jim Matich 
Terri and William McCole 
Nancy and David McKelvey 
Wendy Lavezzi and Michael McLaren 
Anne Marie McLaughlin 
Pamela Braden and James McManamon 
Jean Mackinnon 
Michael and Walter Melnik 
Laura Badamo-Merseburg and 
John Merseburg 
Kristin Scharf and John Michopoulos 
Michele and Brook Middleton 
Catherine and Richard Millman 
Stacie E. Mills and Charlie Mills 
Elizabeth McCann and Dave Montero 
Cynthia and Keith Morgan 
Carol and John Moriarty 
Lisanne and Richard Morrison 
Mara Burns and Nicholas Morse 
Kim Atwater-Moses and Andrew Moses 
Cheryl and Harry Mrozowski 
Ellen and Michael Murphy 
Nan and Charley Murphy 
Robert Nangle 
Anton Henry and Salvatore Naro 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Nathaniel 
Lisa and Emily Nelson 
Diane Whelan Nelson 
Katherine Powers and Douglas Nelson 
Cathy and Peter Nolan 
Kathleen and Greg Norden 
Meredith Olt 
Kerry and Jason Owen 
Kristen C. Coates and Michael Paddon 
Robert Parascandolo 
Mrs. Bettie Bearden Pardee 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen W. Parker 
Carmen and Waring Partridge 
Susan and Charles Passarotti 
Jill and Michael Pengue 
Debra Picard 
Yu-Chia Chien and Michael Pieranunzi  

* We remember.

SP O NS O R SH I P S

PA RT N E R S  I N 
P R E S E RVAT I O N

BankNewport
Bartlett Tree Experts

9diDANTE
Ala von Auersperg Clothing
Ammunition Whiskey
Atria Senior Living
Audrain Hospitality
Benchmark Senior Living
Boar’s Head
Coca-Cola Beverages Northeast
Concha Y Tora
Coravin
Dasani
Daylight Wine & Spirits
Delola
Deutche Family Wine & Spirits
Diageo
Discover Newport
Empson Wines USA
Hardshore Gin
Israel Wine Producers Association
Jackson Family Wines
Don Julio
Ketel One
J.P. Morgan Wealth Management
R.P. Marzilli Landscape Contractors
Mount Gay Rum
National Trust Insurance Company
Opici Wines
Quigley Fine Wines
Shaw-Ross – Pale Rose
Taste Design, Inc.
US Beverage

Tribute Gifts
IN HONOR OF continued

Trudy Coxe
Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Harper III
Henry L. Ferguson Museum

Kim and Glenn Darden
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Self

Mark Demian
Meredith Hart

Tara Flynn
Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Harper III

Noreen Flint and 
Francis Shrake

Mr. and Mrs. David Shrake

Giuseppe Garibaldi
William Provost

Laura Jacobs
Charles Kinslow III

Tribute Gifts
IN HONOR OF continued

Hugh Rice Kelly
Reverend Susan Barnes and 
Claudia Helt

Giorgia Meloni
William Provost

Natalie Oliveira
Mr. and Mrs. John Oliveira

Kate Petterson
Elizabeth Hallowell

Katherine Powers
Joyce Hurley

Mary Szpak and Kent Rollins
Mark P. Szpak and Robin E. Mount

Harold Richmond Talbot
Nannie Brown

Cornelius Vanderbilt II
William Provost

Tribute Gifts
IN HONOR OF

Lauren D. Armstrong
Mary Ellen D'Andrea

Beatrice Barrett
Leslie Barrett-Burkart

Louis XIV de Bourbon
William Provost

Louis de Bourbon, 
Grand Condé

William Provost

Joan & Fred Buhrendorf
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Buhrendorf

Duncan and Barbara 
Chapman

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen W. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Shiverick
The Shelter Hill Foundation

The Cash Cows
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Borden

I N- K I N D  G I F TS

Lorraine Boiani
Meg and Doug Braff
Deb Hunt & Steven Casey
Dale Coudert
Elizabeth Dowdle
Sir Julian Fellowes
The Honourable
Elizabeth & William Kahane
Hermes Mallea
Mr. Thomas J. McAndrew
Sue and James Patterson
Anne Fairfax and 
Richard Sammons
Amelie Zhou

Alexian Paté
Bartlett Tree Experts
Blithewold Mansion & Gardens
The Catered Affair
La Costa
Dreamscapes, LLC
Jonathan Edwards Wine
The Henry Morrison 
Flagler Museum
Floralia Newport
Food Love Market
Forty 1˚ North
Haute Caviar
LaLuca Prosecco
Lanson Champagne
Sandra Liotus Lighting 
Design, LLC
Love of Plants, LLC
R. P. Marzilli Landscape Contractors
Mosaic Distributing
Narragansett Creamery Food
Natural Tableware
Newport Chowder Company
Newport Classical
Newport Festivals Foundation
Newport in Bloom
Newport National Golf Course
Newport Restoration Foundation
Pranzi Tents
Proven Winners
Sir Speedy
Teralato Wines
Thatcher’s Wine
United Airlines
Vieste Simply Italian Restaurant
Roger Williams Botanical Center
Yagi Noodles

Tribute Gifts
IN MEMORY OF

George A. Aldrich
Jean S. Aldrich and 
Anthony R. Trifone, Jr.

Jean L. Babcock
Anonymous

Mary Louise Begg and Mary 
Elizabeth Begg

Mr. and Mrs. William Clark

M’Liz Begg
Margaret Corcoran and Paul Leys
Trudy Coxe and James P. Gaffney
Elizabeth F. Smith

Victoria Birkhimer
Jerome Ferrara, Jr.

Monty Burnham
Steve Clark
Trudy Coxe and James P. Gaffney
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn M. Darden
Mrs. Emily Guillory
Edwin Ohl
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan H. Pardee
Janet L. Robinson
Lucie G. Searle
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight D. Sipprelle
Mrs. John A. van Beuren

Monty & Dick Burnham
Anonymous - 3

Anne Carruba
Catherine Carruba

E. Taylor Chewning, Jr.
Mrs. Taylor Chewning

Tribute Gifts
IN MEMORY OF continued

Martha Sue Doster
Sidney Doster

Sharon Fiszel-Harris
The Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation

Sher and Jay Flynn
Mary Flynn

Alicia and Stephen Garnett
Anne Wister Garnett

Joshua Gerdes
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Gerdes

Jane Iandolo
Linda Carvelli

Jerome R. "Jerry" Kirby Jr.
Neil Amper
Jane Corcoran
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Corcoran
Kimberly and Bradford Dimeo
James Hilton
William H. Leys
Diane Whelan Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Qutub
Chris and Jack West
A1A Steel
Kirby Perkins Construction Co.
Shawmut Design & Construction
Slate & Copper Services, LLC
Warner & Co LLC
Gustave White Sotheby's
Whitmore Worsley, Inc.

The Preservation Society is very grateful to these 
companies and individuals for their sponsorships and 
in-kind gifts to enhance our collections, gardens and 
landscapes, education programs, special events and 
major capital projects.

Tribute Gifts
IN MEMORY OF continued

David P. Leys
William H. Leys

Mary Jane Marvel
Robert Marvel

Helen McLeish
Dr. John J. Wilkinson

Alice McManus
Dr. John J. Wilkinson

Jonathan Nichols
Mr. and Mrs. David Hall

Jay Peckham
Mr. and Mrs. Rian M. Wilkinson

Lois Reitzas
Robert Goldberg

Eugene B. “Gene” Roberts
Trudy Coxe and James P. Gaffney

Steve Simeone
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Hamister

Ellen A. Stirling
James P. Stirling

Grace Ashwell Yeomans 
Thaler

Thomas W. Thaler

Cornelius Vanderbilt II
William Provost
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Every effort has been made to 
ensure the proper recognition 
of our generous supporters. 
If your name has been omitted 
or incorrectly listed, please 
accept our sincere apologies 
and notify Sarah Iwanski at 
401-847-1000, ext. 167 or 
SIwanski@NewportMansions.org.
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Chairman Bill Lucey, Pat Fernandez, Kate & Robert Bartlett Jr. & Trudy Coxe

Debbie & Jim Eagan

Steven & Katie GewirzTop Row: Alfred Arcidi, Andrea Eisold & Mark Eisold
Bottom Row: Jennifer Tumbarello, Kelli Arcidi, Carolann Kummins, Bryce Wallis & Chris Eisold

Snehal & Falguni Shah Doug & Meg Braff, Christine & Stephen Schwarzman

Susan & Don Ross

Sue & Dwight Sipprelle

Guests at the "Outer Space to the Stars" Dinner Dance         Paul & Alisa Callahan at Member Appreciation Night

Terry Morgenthaler & Patrick Kerins Franc, Jake & Shirley Lee

Octavius Prince, Diana Prince & Mary Katherine Prince
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Kim & Dan Tutcher Nick & Abby Roache, Leigh Mills & Hank Bell

Andrew & Felicity Jones Snehal Shah, Lisa & Chuck Wise

Guests at the "Outer Space to the Stars" Dinner DanceMember appreciation night at Rosecliff

  Angela Brown Fischer & Janet Robinson Lisa Wise & Laurie Nicoletti

Sue & Peter Metzger

Anika Kimble-Huntley & Alexis Gaskins

Kate Enroth & Dana Schmaltz, Anne & David Ford          Meg Steiner, Trudy Coxe & Bettie Pardee    

Karen & Alan Dawes Melissa Caldwell Quinn, Alison Caldwell, 
Barbara & Warren (Mike) Caldwell
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Ralph & Ala Isham

Chairman Bill Lucey, Meg Braff 
& Stephen Schwarzman

David & Carol Bazarsky & Cynthia Stewart Reed Peter Harris, Susan Ross & Earl McMillen

Jack & Linda Purdy, Teryn & Karl Weintz

Jim Gaffney, Bonnie & Philip Cabaud, Trudy Coxe, Andrew Zimmern, Mr. & Mrs. McBeth, Liz & Steve Casper 
attending Newport Mansions Wine & Food Festival’s Vintner Dinner.

David Thalman & Dede Wilsey

OFFICERS
Chairman
William F. Lucey III

Vice Chairman
Kim Darden

Vice Chairman 
& Treasurer
Peter W. Harris

OFFICERS
Assistant Treasurer
William J. Corcoran

Secretary
Janet L. Robinson

Assistant Secretary
Keith Stokes

TRUSTEES
David Bazarsky
Hank Bell
Meg W. Braff
Peter C. Erichsen
Anne Ford
Steven B. Gewirz
Sherri Grace
Stephen Huttler
Ala Isham
Patrick Kerins

TRUSTEES
Beverly Y. Little
Lark E. Mason, Jr.
Susan C. Petrovas, R.Ph.
Earl A. Powell III
Cynthia Stewart Reed
Edward F. Sanderson
Snehal Shah
Evelina Taber
Dale J. Venturini
Patrick Wood Prince

The following individuals  were elected to the 
Preservation Society’s Board of Trustees for 
2023-2024 at the Annual Meeting held on June 9, 2023 
at Marble House.

We gratefully acknowledge Holly M. Bannister, MD, 
John D. Muggeridge and Naomi L. Neville for their 
outstanding service to the Board of Trustees.

Board of Trustees

Bottom Row: Ala Isham, Snehal Shah, William F. Lucey III, Sherri Grace, Evelina Taber, Beverly Y. Little, Cynthia Stewart Reed & Kim Darden
Middle Row: Lark E. Mason, Jr., Meg W. Braff, Patrick Wood Prince, Stephen Huttler, Dale J. Venturini, David Bazarsky & Susan C. Petrovas, R.Ph.

Top Row: William J. Corcoran, Steven B. Gewirz, Edward F. Sanderson, Peter W. Harris & Keith Stokes

Missing: Hank Bell, Peter C. Erichsen, Anne Ford, Patrick Kerins, Earl A. Powell III & Janet L. Robinson

TRUSTEES 
EMERITI
Carol C. Ballard
Donald O. Ross
Richard N. Sayer, Esq. 
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Debra Del Vecchio 
Co-Chair
Count Denis de Kergorlay
Co-Chair
Kim Darden
Board of Trustees Liaison

John Winthrop Aldrich 
Armin B. Allen 
William G. Allman 
Theresa Elmore Behrendt 
Frederick W. Beinecke 
Jean Berthoud 
Bonnie Burnham 

Constanza Cederlund 
Dr. Johan Cederlund 
Maureen K. Chilton
Claudio Del Vecchio
Peter Eltz 
Carol J. Epstein 
Baron Roland de l'Espée 
Constance T. Haydock 
Morrison H. Heckscher
Stephen S. Lash 
Brooks Lobkowicz 
Margaret Lobkowicz 
Robert B. MacKay, PhD 

Hermes Mallea 
Pauline C. Metcalf 
Anne L. Poulet 
Sir Hugh Roberts, GCVO 
Charles M. Royce 
Deborah G. Royce 
Tracie Rozhon 
El Marqués de Santa Cruz 
Henrietta Spencer-Churchill, BIID, FIIDA 
Diane B. Wilsey 
Richard Guy Wilson 

The International Council is a group of internationally 
recognized leaders in the fields of arts, culture, horticulture 
and historic preservation.  They provide insight and guidance 
on global issues that affect cultural heritage institutions and 
help the Preservation Society identify the best practices in 
preservation, conservation, education, development and 
museum management.

*  We remember. 
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International Council members & guests at The Breakers during their October, 2023 visit to Newport.
Bottom Row: El Marqués de Santa Cruz, Queta Santa Cruz, Theresa Elmore Behrendt, Henrietta Spencer-Churchill BIID, FIIDA & Tracie Rozhon

Row Two: Peter Eltz, Trudy Coxe, Francois Poulet, Anne L. Poulet, Bonnie Burnham, Constance T. Haydock, Pauline C. Metcalf & Morrison H. Heckscher
Row Three: John Winthrop Aldrich, Andrea Berthoud, Jean Berthoud, Brooks Lobkowicz, Margaret Lobkowicz, Carol J. Epstein, Robert B. MacKay, PhD & Anna MacKay

Top Row: Hermes Mallea, Frederick W. Beinecke, Count Denis de Kergorlay & William G. Allman

International Council

The Conservators Circle

Anonymous - 6
Irene Roosevelt Aitken
Mr. and Mrs. Armin B. Allen
Helen Andrews *
Lisa Grimmelmann Bidwell *
Miles O. Bidwell
Frederick J. Bonner *
Alice Brayton *
Edith Hutchinson Brewster
Linda M. Brotkin
Helen Danforth Buchanan *
Ruth Hale Buchanan *

Elizabeth A. Burton *
James C. Buttrick
Roberta G. Carpenter *
Dayton T. Carr *
Edward Lee Cave
Beth C. Cotner
Anne S. Damon *
Peter S. Damon
Karen and Alan Dawes
M. David Dial, Jr. *
David Noble Dittmann
Linda A. Eppich

Nancy W. Evans
Arthur W. Fagan *
Dr. and Mrs. Edwin G. Fischer
Florence L. Fischer *
Kevin Flanagan *
jae French
Robert T. Galkin *
Susan K. Gardner *
Jane R. Grace
Robert M. Grace *
Jay C. Grutman
Dorrance Hill Hamilton *

Joseph W. Hammer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hill
Allan A. Hodges
Carol A. Hodges *
Daniel J. Hoon
Joya Granbery Hoyt
Martha Sulzby Hunnewell *
Mr. and Mrs. Pierre duPont Irving
Katherine Blaisdell Linz *
Mr. and Mrs. Pierre L. Lorillard
Alletta Morris McBean *
Annie T. Castelnovo-McMullen 
and William McMullen
James C. Michael, Jr. *
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Moore
Christopher G. Muenchinger *

Mark A. Orlando
George H. Parker, Jr. *
Victor L. Persbacker *
Janina S. Pomaski
Octavia P. Randolph
Benjamin C. Reed *
Walter G. D. Reed, Esq.
Gwendolen Ellen Armstrong Rives *
Anthony B. Rives *
Lloyd M. Rives *
Becky M. and Peter A. Robichaud
James A. Roehm
Karen R. Roosen
Mr. and Mrs. Donald O. Ross
John E. Rovensky *
Dr. Charles A. Ryerson III *

Harold W. Sands *
Talia and Joshua Schoenbart
Sandra E. Smith, Esq.
Dennis E. Stark
Susan S. Stautberg
David Robert Stevens
Ellen Stirling *
James P. Stirling
A. Michael Sullivan, Jr. *
Countess Anthony Szápáry *
Captain Brown Taylor *
Peter M. Walter
Harold B. Werner *
Linda and William F. Wiseman *
Eleanor Wood-Prince *
Mr. and Mrs. William N. 
Wood Prince
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We gratefully acknowledge those who have thoughtfully included 
The Preservation Society of Newport County in their estate plans.



Volunteers & Committee Members
January 1 – December 31, 2023
The Preservation  Society thanks all individuals who donated countless hours of their time and talents.

Maureen Aboyoun
Teri Adler
Irene Aitken
Armin B. Allen
John Winthrop Aldrich
William Allman
Gail Alofsin
Laura Babcock
Elizabeth Babroski
Dr. Holly M. Bannister
Anna Barbieri
Annette Barcus
Beverly Barrows
Tricia Baylor
David G. Bazarsky Esq.
Frederick W. Beinecke
Hank Bell
Janice Bell
John Bellagamba
Theresa Elmore Behrendt
Amy Berkowitz
Mortimer Berkowitz III
Jean Berthoud
James D. Berwind
Maureen Best
Bridget Bonasoro
Meg Braff
Sue Britt
Elizabeth Q. Brooks
John W. Brooks Jr.
Janine Broussard
Heather Burgess
Bonnie Burnham
Jim Burress
Olivia Buse
Mary Bush-Brown
Johanna Cadoret
Sarah Cain
Ross Cann
Jean Casale
Richard G. Casey
Stephen Casey
Ann Catalano
James Cawley
Constanza Cederlund
Dr. Johan Cederlund

Barbara Chapman
Duncan Chapman
Maureen K. Chilton
Sue Cinner
Susan Clark
Ann Cleghorn
Donald Clukies
Susan Collins
Mary Rose Comerford
Alletta M. Cooper
Aoife Corbett
MaryEileen Corbett
William J. Corcoran

Maria Corey
Karen Corinha
Trudy Coxe
Nancy Crandall
Christina Curtis
Jeff Curtis
Susan Daly
Brittain Bardes Damgard
Peter S. Damon
David W. Dangremond
Kim Darden
Elijah DaSilva
Angus Davis

Rebecca Dawson
Nancy Dawson-Brady
Count Denis De Kergorlay
Baron Roland De L'Espee
Claudio Del Vecchio
Debra Del Vecchio
Barbara Delutis
Priscilla Derick
Chauncey F. Dewey
Jean Dias
Terry Dickinson
David P. Diefenbach
Ulysses Grant Dietz

Trish DiRuggiero
Jim Donahue
Mark Donahue
Michael Dring
Katy Duckworth-Schachter
Erin Duffy
Elizabeth Early
Francis Early
Walter Eayrs
Peter  Eltz
Kate Enroth
Carol J. Epstein
Peter C. Erichsen

Nancy Evans
Kathryn Farrington
Everett Federici
Robin Federici
Pat Fernandez
Christine Ferzoco
Angela B. Fischer
George Fischler
Heather Flaherty
Mark Flaherty
Pam Fleming
Ron Fleming
Jane Fontaine
Anne Ford
jae French
Caroleen Frey
Mark Frey
Paul Gagnon
Michele Gallagher Glesinger
Melanie Garcia
Colleen Gebhard
David Gebhard
Steven Gewirz
Katie Gewirz
Martha Ginty
Adrianne Glascock
Lee Glazer
Bernadette Gleeson
Lisa Goddard

Sherri Grace
F. Scott Greenfield
Deborah Greenleaf
Kate Greenman
Sharon Griffin
John K. Grosvenor
Allison Gulbrandsen
Praveena Gullapalli
Russell Hack
Michael Hall
Lee Hardgrove
Linda Hardgrove
Peter W. Harris
Elaine Hart

David M. Hart
Nancy Hartsig
Kara Harty
Peter Harty
Constance Haydock
John Hays
Morrison Hecksher
Patricia Helgeson
Robin Herbert C.B.E
Nannette Herrick
Kim Herrlinger
Tom Hockaday
Ann Hogan
Barbara Holland
Madelyn Homer
Schuyler Horton
Brett Hunsanger
Debra Hunt
Stephen B. Huttler
Kathy Impagliazzo
Tod Ingram
Carol Ann Iozzo
Kathy Irving
Pierre Irving
Ala Isham
Jeffrey Jarczyk
Jasmine Jobe
S. Tucker S. Johnson
Leslie Jones

James Jordan
Elizabeth Kahane
Karen Kalisch
Edward Kane
James Katin
Jane Kazanjian
Lewis Keen
Paul Kelly
Patrick Kerins
Eaddo Kiernan
Lydia Kimball
Barbara Kimoto-Berg
June Kingston
Charles Kiven

Darlene Kollet
Maryann Kossak
David Krupa
Santosh Kulkarni
Jane L. B. Griffith
Brian Ladley
Brittany Lake
Taegan Lake
Sheila Lang
Linda Larson
Stephen Lash
Elizabeth Leatherman
Anne Leduc
Theresa Lee
Ned Levine
Kenneth Lindh
Beverly Y. Little
Brooks Lobkowicz
Margaret Lobkowicz
Richard C. Loebs Jr.
Ursula Lopes
Alexandria Lovegrove
Kate Lucey
Bill Lucey
Marcy Lundy
Bruce Luscombe
Micah Luxen
Alice Lynch
Robert B. MacKay
Jennifer Maine
Hermes Mallea
Robyn Mangan
Robert B. Manice
Mary Mark
Christina Martin
Lark Mason
Charles T. Matheson
Edith McBean
Bob McCann
Jim McCann
Pandy McDonough
Sheila McEntee
Cheryl Mclarney
Elizabeth Wright McMillen
George H. McNeely IV
Mary Elizabeth McNiece
Teresa Mello
Ann S. Mencoff
Pauline C. Metcalf
Judith Meyer
Annegret Miller
Lisa Miller
Chas Miller
Angela L. Moore
Donald Morin
Jackie Morrissette
John D. Muggeridge
Alice Mullowney
Jack Murphy
Laura Murphy
William Muphy
Louise Murray

Naomi L. Neville
Ellen Nichols
Rose Northup
Anthony Nowicki
Jean Nowicki
Lauren Nowicki
Carole O'Gara
Meghan O'Neil
Paul O'Reilly
Elizabeth O'Shea
Audrey Oswald
Pamela Owens
Janet Page
Jay Page
Susan Paglia
John Palmer
Kim Palmer
Sabra Park
Sherry Patterson
John M. Peixinho
Lisa Perrault
Judy Perreault
Carolyn Petrocelli
Susan C. Petrovas
John G. Picerne
Katrina Pierce
Judy Pinsonault
Nancy Pirie
Anne L. Poulet
Earl A. Powell III
Donna Powers
Diana Prince
Linda Purdy
Betsy D. Ray
Kristin Re
Cynthia Stewart Reed

Kristin Reed
Joan Regan
Caren Rempelakis
Jennie Rhoads
R. Brooke Roberts
Lynn Springer Roberts
Sir Hugh Roberts
Janet L. Robinson
Ann Rockett-Sperling
Betty Roderiques
Jan Rose
Alice Ross
Donald O. Ross
Susan Ross
Nancy Rothe
Charles M. Royce
Deborah G. Royce
Tracie Rozhon
Diane Ruotolo
Ellen Ruppert
Beth Rushlow
Ted Sanderson
Ana Santos Restivo
El Marques De Santa Cruz
Carole Ann Saracco
Adrienne Schiffner
Josh Schoenbart
Christine Seidman
Snehal Shah
Craig Shapero
Kari Shapero
Gay Sheffield
Jocelyn Sherman
Alicia Shook
J. Scott Sibya
Cynthia Simeone

Jo Ann Smith
Juliet Smith
Henrietta Spencer-Churchill
Kathryn Spicer
Kate Standifer
Susan S. Stautberg
Don Steiner
David Stetter
Gerald Stevens
Susan Stoeckel
Keith Stokes
Evelina Taber
Mike Taber
Heidi Taylor
Michael Taylor
Kerri Teraila
Michael Terra
Ruth Thumbtzen
Kimberly Tuite
Archie D. Van Beuren
Cassandra Van Cott
Mary Van Pelt
Tony Venetucci
Dale J. Venturini
Barbara Vietor
Betsy Vitton
Michael Vitton
Angela Von der Lippe

Kathy Ward
Beverly Ware
Quentin H. Warren
Robin Warren
Suzie Warren
Nina Weiss
Helen Welch
Melvin Wesley
Michael West
Laura Willson
Diane B. Wilsey
Brenda Wilson
Nancy Parker Wilson
Richard Guy Wlison
William F. Wilson
Jean Wood
Patrick Wood Prince
William N. Wood Prince
Sharon Wood Prince
Alissa Yetter
Christine Young
Dani Zhang

If you would like to volunteer, 
we’ll welcome you with open arms. 

Kindly contact Debra Hunt, 
Volunteer Coordinator, 

dhunt@NewportMansions.org 
or 401-847-1000, ext. 126.
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EDUCATIONAL SALES
Cassandra Van Cott, Director

Helenmary Lauth 
Richard Machado 
Mathew Moreira 
Jennifer Rego 
Kathryn Sibya 
Michael Zwolinski

GARDENS & LANDSCAPES
Jeffrey Curtis, Director

Evan Aten
Rebecca Bonnenfant 
Christopher Cudworth 
Burton Myers
Rebecca Picard-Smith 
Benjamin Shaw 
Stephen Shea

VISITOR EXPERIENCE
Melanie Garcia, Director 

Maria D'Amario
Jason Fourquet 
Meghan O'Neil 
Dena Pemental 
Elizabeth Smith 

PROPERTIES
Michael Taber, Director 

Robert Beebe, Jr. 
Margaret Cavaliere
Christopher Charbonneau 
Michaela Gienty 
Harold Mathews 
David Oakley 
Matthew Pearson
Tara Phelan 
Robert Raffa
Frank Rosa 
Amanda Sams
Joseph Silva

OFFICE OF THE CEO & 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Trudy Coxe, CEO & Executive Director
Terry Dickinson, Chief of Staff
Priscilla Adam

FINANCE
James Burress, Director

Maria Corey 
Mason Dubois 
Anthony Dzikiewicz 
Jennifer Milburn
Leslie Preuit 

MUSEUM AFFAIRS
Leslie Jones, Director

James Donahue 
Genna Duplisea 
Dagan Farancz 
Heather Hodge 
Lauren Landi 
Eve Loftus 
Patricia Miller 
Victoria McKenna-Ratjen
Kathryn Petterson 
Amanda Quink 
Carola Schueller 
Nicole Williams 

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
Kevin O’Leary, Director

Ashley Bard 
Daniel Fryer
Gary Ruff
Barbara Shea
William Tavares

INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT
Sarah Iwanski, Director

Jamie Asciolla 
Katarina Diepholz 
Tara Flynn

SPECIAL EVENTS
Philip Pelletier, Director

Beverly Ware 
Victoria Papp 
Megan Pharo 
Patrick Surber 

Kneeling: Jeff Curtis, Standing: Ben Shaw, Rebecca Picard-Smith, Steve Shea, Rebecca Bonnenfant, 
Joel Loveland, Evan Aten, Burton Myers and Chris Cudworth

Full-Time Employees
2023
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